@Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, BC 20515

January 25, 2010

The Honorable Tom Vilsack

Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture

14" Street and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

As you develop your budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2011, we respectfully request that
you maintain funding for the Market Access Program (MAP), which is critical to job-retention
and creation in rural communities throughout the United States. By boosting access to overseas
markets through consumer promotion, market research, and technical assistance, MAP benefits
American farmers and the nation’s economy, while improving our trade balance and creating
jobs.

As you know, our nation’s unemployment rate is at a 26-year high. We believe that full
funding for MAP is essential to the agricultural-based economy of rural America. Agriculture-
based communities are often the slowest to recover from economic downturns. Policies and
programs that support our farmers and farm communities must be a part of getting our economy
back on track.

MAP is directed at a wide variety of agriculture producers, and is especially important to
those who do not receive subsidy payments. Not only must program participants generate
significant nonfederal matching funds, but they must also provide detailed records of their
expenses that are subject to audits. In addition, applications for MAP funds undergo a
competitive review process and all program participants must demonstrate a high level of
performance.

MAP is a proven and cost-effective program that is particularly important to the economy
in rural communities and trade-dependent states. After numerous hearings in both the
Agriculture and Foreign Affairs Committees, Congress authorized $200 million a year for MAP
in the latest Farm Bill. We encourage you to maintain the full amount in your budget proposal to
Congress and look forward to working with you to support this program for American farmers
and farm communities.

Sincerely,
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