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COTTON DISEASE LOSS ESTIMATE
COMMITTEE REPORT

Compiled by:  Don Blasingame, Extension
Plant Pathologist, Retired

Mississippi State, MS
1996 Cotton Disease Loss Estimate

Comments

Alabama
Disease incidence and nematode damage in cotton was
considerably less in the 1996 growing season than last year.
Cotton yields overall are expected to be 50 to 60% greater
than 1995.  Boll rot increased this year across the state,
particularly in south Alabama due to late season rains.
General favorable growing conditions moderated nematode
damage to cotton.

In August, scattered cotton fields were prematurely
defoliated.  Stemphyllium leaf spot along with some
Alternaria was strongly associated with the defoliation.
However, we feel that potassium deficiency was the primary
cause.  Stemphyllium leaf spot is thought to have finished
the premature defoliation process.

Arizona
Alternaria leaf spots unusually heavy.  Cotton leaf crumple
earlier and more widespread than past 10 years. Estimated
1.5% reduction in yield.

Arkansas
Boll rots were more severe than usual.  In some cases this
was due to extended cloudy weather and rain resulting in
rank cotton.  However, we also saw increased boll rot in
normal growing cotton.  Reniform nematode incidence
continues to increase.  We added 59 newly detected fields
to the list so far in 1996.

Georgia
Nematode damage continues to increase due to the lack of
sampling by growers in fields with continuous cotton.  More
education is necessary to lower this percent loss by
nematodes.

Louisiana
Late summer rains contributed to rank cotton growth.  This
and high rainfall prior to harvest resulted in increase in boll
rots.

New Mexico
The increased incidence of boll rots was associated with
abnormally high damage from boll worms and pink boll
worms.

South Carolina
Due to weather conditions, disease pressure was much
lower in 1996 than in the past few years.  Ample moisture
offset some losses to nematodes.

Texas
There was more damage due to the vascular wilts, bacterial
blight, and seedling diseases on the high plains with few
problems in the central and south areas due to dry weather.

Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Beltwide Cotton Conference
Volume 1:130-131 (1997)

National Cotton Council, Memphis TN
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