2021 Beltwide Cotton Conferences, Virtual, January 5-7, 2021 13

PLASTIC CONTAMINATION MITIGATION RESEARCH UPDATE 2020
Mathew G. Pelletier
Greg A. Holt
John D Wanjura
USDA-ARS Cotton Production and Processing Research Unit
Lubbock, TX
Paul A. Funk
Derek P. Whitelock
Carlos B. Armijo
USDA-ARS Southwestern Cotton Ginning Research Laboratory
Mesilla Park, NM,
Gabe J. Sweers
Bratney Companies
Des Moines, IA,
Ross D. Rutherford
Lummus Ag Technology
Lubbock, TX

Abstract

This report covers the progress made on plastic contamination detection and mitigation for the 2020 ginning
season. Presentation reports on a low-cost version of the USDA plastic contamination detection and ejection system,
for use in surveying commercial gins to assess their level of contamination issues. Also presented was the work on
the advanced module feeder inspection system for automating detection of plastic contamination on the dispersing
cylinders and new work on detection of plastic contamination in cotton fields for use in conjunction with a harvester
based plastic contamination exclusion system.



