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Abstract 
 
Without global, collaborative efforts to collect, protect, and secure cotton germplasm, the rarest and most unique 
cotton germplasm resources are vulnerable to extinction.  Global cotton germplasm resources are important 
sanctuaries of important genes and genetic variability that can be used in the future to improve cotton production 
systems and provide genetic tolerance to emerging diseases and pests.  This report describes a unique collaborative 
effort among the germplasm collection centers of major cotton growing countries to document the cotton germplasm 
resources at the global level.  This report emphasizes the importance of international collaboration to protect, secure, 
and evaluate the global cotton germplasm resources.  The status of several large cotton germplasm collections 
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representing a large portion of the curated cotton germplasm resources worldwide, including those from the US, 
India, France, China, Australia, Uzbekistan, and Brazil, is described.  The contents, maintenance methods, and 
availability of each germplasm collection are discussed.  Future concerns and opportunities are discussed that aim to 
protect and secure the global cotton germplasm resources within a collaborative, multi-national framework.  We 
expect that this report will initiate multi-national, collaborative efforts to collect, preserve, evaluate and utilize 
global cotton germplasm resources to address the current and future needs of the global cotton community.   
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