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Abstract Only 
 

In addition to seedling disease, plant-parasitic nematodes may also impact the growth and 
development of cotton seedlings.  The impact of seedling infection by the root-knot nematode on 
season-long growth, development, and yield of cotton plants was studied in microplots in 2004 
and 2005.  When nematodes were present in the soil either at the time of planting or within two 
weeks of planting, seedling growth and development was suppressed.  The effects of  nematode 
presence during the early seedling phase resulted in delayed onset of fruiting, slower crop 
development, delayed maturity, and suppressed yields in comparison with plants that were not 
challenged by the nematodes until three or four weeks after planting.  When nematode infection 
occurred during the first two weeks of seedling growth, mature plants produced fewer sympodia, 
and fewer bolls, and boll opening was delayed by approximately one week. 
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