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Highlights NCC work on key cotton issues during 2023. 

 
The Memphis-based National Cotton Council communicates united industry positions on 

various issues to appropriate government bodies and works for U.S. policy that assures 

worldwide competitiveness and protects member's income. The NCC has compiled an 

impressive record of advocacy for an industry in which farms and businesses directly involved 

in the production, distribution and processing of cotton employ more than 115,000 workers 

and produce direct business revenue of more than $22 billion. Accounting for the ripple 

effect of cotton through the broader U.S. economy, direct and indirect employment surpasses 

260,000 workers with economic activity of almost $100 billion. 

This report is sponsored by Farm Credit. 
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Joint Message from the Chairman  
and the President 

As the country attempted to rebound from the pandemic and all the issues surrounding it, 

the National Cotton Council (NCC) was very active on matters affecting cotton producers’ 

competitiveness. 

The NCC testified at multiple Congressional hearings about what is working in the current 

farm law and the needs for upcoming 2023 farm law reauthorization. NCC Chairman Ted 

Schneider also appointed an industrywide NCC Farm Policy Task Force charged with 

developing farm bill priorities by early 2023. 

As exports are critical to U.S. cotton’s viability, the NCC engaged with Congress in support of 

legislation that would double funding for USDA’s Market Access Program and Foreign Market 

Development Program. Utilized by Cotton Council International (CCI), both are critical to 

expanding global market access for cotton. The NCC also was diligent in engaging with the 

Administration and Congress on supply chain concerns specifically seeking improvements in 

the ocean, rail and trucking transportation systems. 

A significant action was USDA’s inclusion of the Climate Smart Cotton Program in the 

agency’s Partnership for Climate-Smart Commodities pilot projects. Led by the industry’s 

sustainability initiative — the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol® — this cotton pilot is receiving $90 

million. That funding will provide technical and financial assistance to more than 1,000 U.S. 

producers to advance adoption of climate smart practices on more than a million acres, 

producing more than four million bales of Climate Smart Cotton over five years. 

Regarding the Trust Protocol, producers were encouraged throughout 2022 to participate via 

an improved enrollment process. We are pleased that more than 600 producers with an 

estimated 1.1 million acres now have enrolled, as well as more than 35 brands and more than 

1,100 mills/manufacturers. 

Cotton flow and marketing activities continued to receive a focus. That included the NCC’s 

continued testing of bale packaging materials, including multiple cotton bags and a woven 

polypropylene bag. The industry initiated a third year of testing with new woven 



polypropylene bags containing blue color for gins/mills to better detect bagging pieces that 

could contaminate yarns. The tests will help preserve U.S. cotton’s quality reputation. 

Potential for enhancing export growth was the focus of the NCC Joint Cotton Fungibility 

Working Group’s work on identifying options to increase bale fungibility. That’s specifically 

grouping bales with identical qualities that can be interchangeable in the warehouse while 

retaining individual bale identity/data. That Working Group also is investigating techniques to 

increase efficiencies in warehouse bale selection with the objective of enabling mills to have 

higher quality and consistent lint laydowns. 

The NCC actively provided input on regulatory issues ranging from pointing out the benefits 

of the now-defunct Navigable Waters Protection Rule to urging EPA rejection of activist 

groups’ petition to impose duplicative regulation layers on treated seeds. We also sought to 

keep multiple proven plant protection products available. 

CCI vigorously promoted U.S. cotton in global markets including enlightening end-users 

about its COTTON USA SOLUTIONS™ consultancy program, COTTON LICENSING™ initiative, 

and the Trust Protocol. 

Cotton Foundation trustees approved funding for 12 general research projects totaling 

$270,500 for 2022–23. Included are studies related to the invasive cotton seed bug, 

sustainability, regulatory issue information gathering, plant protection products re-

registration, risk data updating and education efforts. 

More details of the NCC’s 2022 activities follow under the major headings of Legislative 

Affairs, Trade, Communications, Technical, Cotton Council International and The Cotton 

Foundation. 

Ted Schneider, Chairman (2021–22) 

Gary Adams, President/Chief Executive Officer 
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Farm Policy/Legislative Affairs 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

Legislative Affairs 

As the FY23 budget and appropriations process began early in 2022, the NCC joined 

numerous other agricultural organizations on crop insurance support letters to the House and 

Senate appropriations/budget committees and to the executive branch. The letters noted 

that it would only serve to undercut USDA/Congressional efforts over the past three years to 

propose harmful changes to a crop insurance program that “provides predictable, within-

budget assistance to farmers in a way that helps lenders continue to support America’s 

farmers and ranchers.” 

The NCC also submitted its FY23 agriculture appropriations request to the House/Senate 

appropriations committees. Included were requests for specific funding across several USDA 

mission areas including the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Agricultural Research 

Service (ARS) and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. 

The FY23 omnibus package 
included $100 million for 
USDA to make payments to 
merchandisers who 
experienced economic losses, 
including those that resulted 
from delayed shipping. 

Through AMS, the NCC 

requested $4 million in funding 

to assist in modernizing and 

upgrading cotton classing 

offices. This funding would 

allow enhancements that 1) could reduce the need to rely on seasonal labor during the 

classing season and 2) could automate phases of the process. Several projects across the 

Cotton Belt were requested through ARS including a $1.34 million increase for the cotton 

genetics lab in Florence, SC; a $1.35 million increase for cotton quality research in New 



Orleans, LA; a $1.4 million increase for the cotton genetics lab in College Station, TX; as well as 

$2.4 million for building renovations at the Southern Plains Agricultural Research Center, also 

in College Station. Also requested was $15.73 million (a $1 million increase) for the Cotton 

Pests Account which funds the ongoing National Boll Weevil Eradication Program. A request 

of full funding for other important programs, including the Market Access Program and 

Foreign Market Development Program, Cotton Blue Disease research, and cotton ginning 

laboratories, also was included. 

The NCC also joined other organizations on a letter to the leadership of the House/Senate 

agriculture appropriations subcommittees encouraging increased funding for federal 

research, extension and education. Late in the year, the NCC issued a statement applauding 

House and Senate appropriations and agriculture committees’ leaders for seeing that 

essential assistance for the U.S. cotton industry was included in the FY23 omnibus spending 

package that Congress approved and President Biden signed. Late in the year, the NCC issued 

a statement applauding House and Senate appropriations and agriculture committees’ 

leaders for seeing that essential assistance for the U.S. cotton industry was included in the 

FY23 omnibus spending package that Congress approved and President Biden signed. The 

package included 1) $3.741 billion for disaster assistance for U.S. ranchers and farmers, 

including cotton and other row crop producers and 2) $100 million for USDA to make 

payments to cotton merchandisers who have experienced economic losses. 

The NCC filed comments on the Natural Resources Conservation Services’ (NRCS) 

implementation of funding for the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The NCC outlined the 

importance of NCC’s adoption of the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol and its partnership with USDA 

in the U.S. Climate Smart Cotton Program while strongly encouraging NRCS to include early 

adopters of any current or new practices as it relates to program and incentive payments. 

USDA was urged to tailor current programs and develop new programs that encourage 

participation in all production regions while recognizing climate-smart regional and sub-

regional production practices and their benefits to society. The NCC also requested that IRA 

funds be targeted to methods that allow for practice-based payments for carbon 

sequestration, nitrous oxide and other equivalents that achieve societal outcomes. 

A letter to Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh from the NCC and more than 100 other employer 

organizations urging the Labor Department to hold meetings with the regulated community 



prior to the development and issuance of its anticipated proposed rulemaking on the “white 

collar” exemptions to the overtime regulations under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

NCC Chairman Ted 
Schneider, right, met with 
incoming House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman G.T. 
Thompson (R-PA) regarding 
the next farm bill and other 
key issues. 

The NCC, American Cotton 

Producers (ACP) and National 

Cotton Ginners Association 

(NCGA) joined other 

agriculture organizations on a letter to the White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator 

seeking flexibility regarding new border vaccination requirements and their impact on the 

food and agriculture supply chain. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection notice required all 

individuals, except U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents, to provide proof of a CDC-

approved COVID-19 vaccination when entering the United States through land ports of entry 

or ferry terminals. The groups noted concerns with the requirements delaying worker arrivals 

that potentially could leave crops to rot in fields or go unplanted. 

Later, the NCC joined with more than 440 local, state and national trade organizations, 

including numerous other cotton organizations, on a letter to Senate leadership urging the 

Senate to pass agricultural workforce reform legislation. The bill, which would provide 

producers with certainty, would include farmworker visa reformation aimed at 1) defending 

national security interests through protecting domestic agricultural production and 2) 

alleviating rising food/input costs for both consumers and producers. 

The NCC joined the National Council of Textile Organizations and several other organizations 

on a letter to House and Senate leadership thanking them for their comprehensive approach 

to the Senate-passed U.S. Innovation and Competition Act and House-passed America 

Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing Pre-Eminence in Technology and Economic 

Strength (America COMPETES) Act. The letter stated that both bills were significant steps 

toward providing American manufacturers and employers with the necessary resources to 



compete in the evolving global marketplace. The groups also noted support for an America 

COMPETES Act provision that would ensure Homeland Security procurement of critical 

uniforms/protective equipment developed and manufactured in the United States to execute 

the agency’s security, enforcement, and investigative missions. 

The NCC joined other agriculture organizations on a letter to the leadership of the House 

Ways and Means and Senate Finance committees seeking their opposition to several 

provisions contained within the Department of Treasury Greenbook, General Explanations of 

the Administration’s FY23 Revenue Proposals. The letter noted that many proposals in the 

Greenbook would be detrimental to American agriculture. The Congressional Members were 

urged to not alter or eliminate long-standing tax code provisions that were “fundamental to 

the financial health of production agriculture and the businesses that supply its inputs, 

transport its products, market its commodities, and support the vibrancy of U.S. livestock and 

crop production.” 

The NCC, along with the ACP and NCGA, joined many other organizations on a letter to House 

and Senate leaders urging them to reject any legislation proposing tax increases that would 

fall entirely on small, individually and family-owned, closely held businesses. The letter noted 

that, “Raising taxes on small and family-owned businesses with the economy on the brink of a 

recession … harms not only the businesses but the families and communities who rely on 

them.” 

The NCC joined 100 other organizations in asking the U.S. Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC) for an extension of several months on a proposal to begin requiring 

agriculture and other businesses to publicly report their climate change risks. The NCC, along 

with nine other agricultural stakeholders, submitted comments to the SEC on its proposed 

rule citing 1) the negative impacts such a rule would have on agriculture, especially smaller 

producers, 2) how it would lead to the loss of privacy/confidential business information for 

producers; and 3) how it would undermine the rural economy. The comments included 

several suggestions for improving the rule to better fit modern agriculture. Later, the NCC 

supported a bill introduced by Sens. John Boozman (R-AR) and Mike Braun (R-IN) and backed 

by multiple other agricultural associations that would shield family farmers/ranchers from 

burdensome and unnecessary paperwork regarding greenhouse gas emissions reporting. 



The NCC asked for additional 
appropriations to under the 
Emergency Relief Program to 
cover crop losses in 2022. 

Throughout 2022, the NCC 

closely tracked USDA’s 

implementation of disaster 

relief for the 2020 and 2021 

crop losses. The NCC prepared 

and posted on its website a 

summary of USDA’s $6 billion 

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) announced in late spring. The summary provided additional 

details and payment examples of the ERP, which would make payments to commodity 

producers who suffered eligible crop losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event for the 

2020 and 2021 crop years. 

Late in the year, the NCC joined numerous other cotton organizations on a letter to the 

leaders of the House and Senate appropriations committees urging the inclusion of adequate 

resources to extend the ERP to cover losses in 2022. The letter states that, “Farm and ranch 

families from across the country continue to be harmed by extraordinary natural disasters, 

including a severe and chronic drought gripping much of the United States, Hurricane Ian, 

damaging freezes in the southeastern U.S. earlier this year, and late planting due to flooding 

and other weather conditions, to name only a few hardships facing producers in 2022.” 

After a companion shipping reform bill passed in the House, the NCC joined more than 100 

other agriculture companies and groups on a letter to Senate Leaders Charles Schumer (D-

NY) and Mitch McConnell (R-KY). It conveyed the groups’ support for the Senate to consider 

the Ocean Shipping Reform Act, bipartisan legislation that would update federal regulations 

for the global shipping industry. The letter also noted that an Agriculture Transportation 

Coalition survey found that on average, 22% of U.S. agriculture foreign sales could not be 

completed due to ocean carrier practices including: exorbitant freight rates; declined booking 

requests; unreasonable freight and demurrage/detention charges; and failure to timely 

communicate schedules. 



In other legislative activity, the NCC: 

• urged swift passage of the Beagle Brigade Act of 2022 in a letter to House and Senate 

leadership and to the House and Senate agriculture and homeland security 

committees. The bill, which would authorize the National Detector Dog Training 

Center in Newnan, GA, would help prevent the introduction of foreign animal and 

plant diseases and pests. 

• joined numerous other organizations on letters to President Biden as well as to House 

and Senate leadership regarding the Ligado Order and its implications on private GPS 

usage. The groups urged them to work together with the Federal Communications 

Commission to stay and ultimately set aside the Order. 

• coalesced with other agriculture, rural, and mental health professional organizations 

on a letter to the leadership of the House and Senate agriculture committees’ 

appropriations subcommittees to 1) thank them for their leadership in providing 

strong funding for the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FRSAN) in recent 

appropriations packages and 2) urge them to fully fund FRSAN for FY23. 

Farm Policy 

Early in the year, the NCC began conveying U.S. cotton industry priorities ahead of the 2023 

farm bill debate and development. 

The NCC was one of several national commodity organizations testifying before the House 

Agriculture Committee’s hearing, “A 2022 Review of the Farm Bill: Commodity Group 

Perspectives on Title 1.” Jaclyn Ford, a Georgia producer/ginner, emphasized the importance 

of the ARC/PLC safety net for seed cotton and the marketing loan program’s integral role for 

multiple cotton industry segments regardless of market prices. She also noted the harmful 

economic disincentives created by lower program payment limitations and more restrictive 

program eligibility requirements. 

 



ACP Chairman Nathan Reed, 
far left, conveyed key farm 
bill policy needs during a 
Senate agriculture 
committee hearing in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

Those farm policy points were 

reiterated in June by ACP 

Chairman Nathan Reed in his 

testimony at the Senate 

Agriculture, Nutrition & 

Forestry Committee’s “2023 

Farm Bill: Perspectives From The Natural State.” While noting the importance of commodity, 

loan and conservation programs, the Arkansas producer also emphasized that 1) higher input 

prices/severe supply chain issues had resulted in significant increases in production costs and 

2) supply chain/logistical challenges had wreaked havoc on producers’ ability to get 

necessary inputs/equipment parts and created major disruptions in delivering cotton to 

customers. 

Shortly afterward, Lee Cromley, the ACP’s Georgia chairman, testified at the House Agriculture 

Committee’s General Farm Commodities and Risk Management Subcommittee hearing, “A 

2022 Review of the Farm Bill: Stakeholder Perspectives on Title XI Crop Insurance.” He noted 

that, “improving the risk management options for producers has been a top priority for the 

cotton industry for many years” and emphasized the importance of 1) policy tools such as 

STAX, 2) quality loss programs, 3) crop insurance in today’s volatile economic climate in which 

producers are operating under extremely tight margins and 4) the Risk Management Agency 

in implementing effective programs. 

  



Trade 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

The NCC joined other agricultural organizations on a letter to President Biden regarding the 

ongoing High-Level Economic Dialogue (HLED) between the United States and Mexico. 

Noting that HLED could provide an effective forum for promoting food security in the two 

countries and tackling inflationary pressures, the groups also strongly encouraged the 

President to make these critical issues a HLED component. 

The letter pointed out that trade in agriculture products is significant and vital for both 

countries’ economies. The United States ranks as Mexico’s largest agricultural trading partner, 

purchasing 81% of Mexican exports and supplying nearly 70% of Mexico’s imports. Mexico 

accounted for nearly 16% of U.S. agricultural exports and 22% of U.S. agricultural imports. In 

2021, the agriculture trade relationship exceeded $63 billion. 

The NCC also teamed up with other groups on a letter urging the Senate Agriculture, 

Nutrition & Forestry Committee to quickly advance the nomination of Oregon Department of 

Agriculture Director Alexis Taylor to serve as USDA’s Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign 

Agricultural Affairs. 

Supply Chain 

The NCC joined other Agricultural Transportation Working Group (ATWG) members on a 

letter to President Biden requesting that the Administration take an active role for ensuring 

contract negotiations between the International Longshore and Warehouse Union and the 

Pacific Maritime Association for West Coast ports did not result in any labor disruptions. The 

letter stated that, “Given the continuing and well-chronicled fragility of the U.S. supply chain, 

any disruption at West Coast ports would be debilitating to the national economy and to 

America’s farmers, ranchers, co-ops, and agribusinesses.” 

A few months later, the NCC, along with 157 local, state and national trade organizations that 

included numerous other cotton organizations, signed onto another letter to President Biden 

urging his Administration to continue working with those groups to avoid any supply chain 

disruption. 



The NCC was persistent in 
seeking Congress’ and 
President Biden’s 
intervention to prevent a rail 
worker strike. 

The NCC also was very active 

throughout 2022 in conveying 

concerns about rail 

transportation. 

The NCC joined other ATWG 

members on a letter to 

President Biden regarding the 1) possibility of a worker strike affecting the Canadian Pacific 

(CP) railway and 2) continued cross-border vaccine mandate for workers moving essential 

goods. The letter noted that, “Approximately 10–15% of CP’s business is fertilizer. A CP railway 

strike would severely curtail fertilizer supply and shipments into the United States and would 

happen at the worst possible time as farmers are planting their 2022 crops.” 

The NCC joined other ATWG members on a letter strongly urging the Surface Transportation 

Board to immediately seek resolution of nationwide freight rail service challenges and take 

appropriate measures to deter, and hopefully prevent, future service failures of that 

magnitude. The letter highlighted several proposals these groups believed would improve 

service. The NCC joined other members of the Rail Customer Coalition on a letter to National 

Economic Council (NEC) Director Brian Deese regarding urgent freight rail service problems 

negatively affecting every U.S. economic sector. The groups urged NEC’s continued 

engagement to correct the dismal rail service problems and requested steps be taken to 

prevent future disruptions. 

Leadership of the House/Senate committees that have oversight over railroads were sent a 

letter from more than 30 agricultural and commodity associations, including the NCC, ACP, 

Cottonseed and Feed Association, National Cotton Ginners Association, and National 

Cottonseed Products Association, alerting them to an impending strike/lockout and asking 

them to intervene if the railroads were unable to come to a resolution that would prevent the 

movement of goods. 



Later, the NCC, along with other industry organizations, cosigned a letter to President Biden 

urging him to continue working with the railroad unions and railroads to ensure the tentative 

agreement that he helped broker was ratified by those parties. The NCC, other cotton 

organizations and agricultural groups also sent a letter to House/Senate leadership urging 

swift action to avert a rail strike or lockout that would lead to shutdowns or slowdowns of rail-

dependent facilities. The groups then joined with more than 100 other ATWG members on a 

letter to House and Senate leadership, urging legislators to immediately adopt the tentative 

agreement between rail unions and management. As a result, Congress passed legislation 

that averted a national rail shutdown. 

In conjunction with the letter, the NCC issued a statement in which NCC Chairman Ted 

Schneider said that a rail strike would be extremely detrimental to every cotton industry 

segment and affecting: 1) farmers who need equipment parts, fertilizer and plant protection 

products, 2) cottonseed being shipped to feed cattle; 3) gins, warehousers, and 

merchandisers trying to meet obligations for raw cotton shipments and 4) domestic textile 

mills who need this fiber to employ thousands of U.S. workers. 

NCC Chairman Ted 
Schneider noted in a news 
media statement that a rail 
strike would affect the 
shipping of cottonseed and 
raw cotton as well as crop 
inputs such as fertilizer and 
chemicals. 

On another transportation 

issue, the NCC joined 

numerous other groups on 

comments to the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration conveying concerns with the agency’s published Federal 

Register notice regarding a new Information Collection Request (ICR) involving the DRIVE Safe 

pilot program. Once implemented, that program would allow well-trained 18–20-year-old 

persons to utilize their commercial driver’s license across state lines. The comments noted 

that ICR requirements included in the notice could create unnecessary administrative 



burdens and could cause employers not to participate in the program, specifically regarding 

registered apprenticeships and certain data collected. 

Later, the NCC filed comments with the Department of Transportation (DOT) supporting the 

continued COVID-19 Emergency Declaration, Regulatory Relief for Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Operations. The NCC cited the need for continued relief for transporting needed food/feed 

supplies in a fluctuating supply chain and asked the DOT to extend the temporary relief from 

hours-of-service regulations. 

  



Communications 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

Public Attitudes 

The NCC communicated with the Administration, Congressional Members and key 

government agency officials regarding major economic and environmental matters. News 

releases contained highlights from numerous letters the NCC joined onto and from 

comments submitted regarding legislation and  regulatory/program proposals that could 

affect U.S. cotton industry competitiveness such as the need for economic relief and the 

importance of averting a rail strike and other matters aimed at restoring and preserving the 

supply chain. 

Late in the year, for example, the NCC issued a statement applauding House and Senate 

appropriations and agriculture committees’ leaders for seeing that essential assistance for the 

U.S. cotton industry was included in the FY23 omnibus spending package. 

A NCC news release emphasized the need to avert a rail strike. 

Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, podcasts via YouTube and Instagram were social media outlets 

used by the NCC to post U.S. cotton industry news and information regarding NCC, Cotton 

Council International and Cotton Foundation activities. 



The NCC continued as an in-kind supporter of America’s Heartland, the award-winning 

national television series celebrating American agriculture. The long-running series, aired on 

public television and the RFD-TV cable and satellite channel, educates consumers about the 

origins of their food, fiber and fuel. 

Ongoing participation in Farm Policy Facts and “The Hand That Feeds Us” initiatives helped 

promote American agriculture’s long-term success by facilitating meaningful conversations 

with legislators and consumers about how food and fiber is produced. 

The NCC consistently encouraged its producer members to enroll their 2022–24 crops in the 

U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol®. This communication was done via direct mail, the NCC’s Cotton's 

Week newsletter, Cotton eNews,  and social media platforms as well as through the news 

media, including the distribution of news releases, interviews for articles and placement of 

columns in the farm trade press. The main message was that strong producer participation in 

this sustainability initiative will help elevate U.S. cotton's position in the global marketplace 

by demonstrating to brands and retailers that the United States is a leader in more 

sustainable cotton growing practices. 

Early in the year, for example, the Trust Protocol was featured on EARTH via the Fox Business 

News and various on-demand outlets. The segment included Louisiana producers Kellon Lee, 

St. Joseph, and brothers Mead and Marshall Hardwick, Newellton, discussing their 

sustainability efforts. 

Information Services 

A NCC-developed flyer sent 
to industry members urged 
the use of only module wrap 
products that have NCC 
approval. 

The NCC, in cooperation with 

the National Cotton Ginners 

Association, produced a video 

that provided guidelines for 

safely storing cottonseed. A 



round module wrap flyer was developed and sent to member producers and ginners with the 

aim of minimizing plastic contamination in ginned lint and protecting stored seed cotton 

from quantity/quality losses. The flyer urged them to use only wrap products that meet the 

American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers standard and that have NCC 

approval.   

U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol® 

Producer participation in the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol® for the 2021–22 crop doubled since 

the program’s pilot last year with more than 1,000 cotton producers enrolling an estimated 

1.1 million cotton acres during the second year. As supply chain membership continued to 

grow, producers had been encouraged since the beginning of 2022 to enroll and complete 

data entry for the 2021–22 cotton crop by the April 30, 2022, deadline. 

After that deadline passed, producer enrollment of the 2022–23 crop was strongly 

encouraged. 

Enrollment assistance was given a boost when producers were provided the opportunity to 

authorize account access for their crop consultant to enter information on their behalf. Also, 

producers were advised that if they utilized the John Deere Operations Center, they could 

pre-populate up to 40% of the data needed to complete their Fieldprint analysis through the 

platform. 

The Trust Protocol’s second 
annual report noted the 
sustainability initiative’s 
significant strides made 
during 2022. 

More assistance was provided 

when the Trust Protocol 

implemented a streamlined, 

three-year producer enrollment 

for the 2022 through 2024 

crops. That quicker process was 

aimed at enabling producers to complete all requirements in one session. The new process 



also allowed bales by participating growers to be more easily uploaded into the Protocol 

platform, thus paving the way for a potential redistribution of program revenue. 

The Trust Protocol was recognized and published in the standard mapping process by the 

International Trade Centre (ITC), the world’s largest database for sustainability standards. The 

database provides brands and retailers around the world access to comprehensive, verified, 

and transparent information on more than 300 standards – and a greater choice when it 

comes to sourcing sustainably grown cotton. 

The Trust Protocol was approved as a standard for sustainable cotton by Siegelklarheit, an 

initiative of the German federal government. As a result of passing this assessment system, 

members of the Partnership for Sustainable Textiles began using the Trust Protocol as 

another standard to calculate their share of sustainable cotton. 

Only 18 months after the program’s launch and following a rigorous approval process, the 

Trust Protocol was accepted as an International Social and Environmental Accreditation and 

Labelling Alliance (ISEAL) Community Member. ISEAL is a global membership organization 

that supports credited sustainability systems in its work, with the goal to drive greater impact 

and establish markets that are a force for good. 

The NCC issued a news release saying the U.S. cotton industry was pleased with USDA for 

promoting sustainable farming practices through its Partnership for Climate-Smart 

Commodities — including the new Climate Smart Cotton Program led by the Trust Protocol 

that was slated to receive $90 million in funding as one of USDA’s Partnership for Climate-

Smart Commodities pilot projects. The release emphasized that the industry looked forward 

to partnering with USDA on this very important environmental enterprise, to not only build 

and expand market opportunities for U.S. cotton but be global leaders in driving continuous 

improvement through voluntary and innovative conservation practices. The Climate Smart 

Cotton Program is a collaborative effort with Cotton Incorporated and the NCC's export 

promotion arm, Cotton Council International. 

Later in the year, the Trust Protocol published its second annual report providing more 

significant strides by the sustainability initiative. Aggregated farm-level data showed 

significant improvements with producer members having demonstrated tangible results 

across six key metrics: 



• 13% increase in land use efficiency and a 14% increase in water use efficiency; 

• 25% reduction in energy use; 

• 21% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions; 

• 78% reduction in soil loss; and 

• positive Soil Conservation Index for 70% of growers. 

The report also revealed that the number of brand/retail members was 40 and included such 

global brand and retailer giants as Ralph Lauren, J. Crew, Tesco, Levi Strauss & Co., GAP, and 

Old Navy and the newest members, Ralph Lauren and Amazon. 

The Trust Protocol hosted 
more than 20 
representatives from global 
brands and retailers in the 
Mid-South so they could 
get a first-hand look at 
sustainably grown cotton. 

In other activity: 

• Trust Protocol 

Program Operations 

Manager Tillman 

White provided an update on the sustainability initiative at a well-attended Cotton 

Sustainability Field Day at the Judd Hill Foundation Farm in Trumann, Arkansas. Trust 

Protocol training/enrollment also was available for producers, their support personnel 

and other technical advisors/trainers. 

• Beginning in September 2022, cotton producers’ enrollment process was made easier 

via their ability to complete the Field to Market’s Fieldprint analysis by clicking the 

John Deere/Trust Protocol Pilot connections card via their John Deere Operations 

Center™ account. 

• The Trust Protocol hosted more than 20 representatives from global brands and 

retailers in the Memphis area that featured the first-in person farm tour since the 

sustainability initiative’s 2020 launch. The tour 1) provided the potential Trust Protocol 

members a first-hand look at how the Trust Protocol sets a new standard for more 



sustainably grown U.S. cotton and 2) explored several important sustainable 

production components. 

• The Trust Protocol had a presence at the Sustainable Brands Flagship Conference and 

participated in the annual Textile Exchange Conference. 

  



Technical 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

Regulatory 

The NCC continued to work on “waters of the United States” (WOTUS) with the agencies 

primarily to keep the gains made under the now-defunct Navigable Waters Protection Rule 

(NWPR). 

Early in 2022, then NCC Vice Chairman Ted Schneider participated in a Small Business 

Administration roundtable discussion conducted by EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers 

(Corps) that focused on the proposed water rule. He pointed out that losing the NWPR was a 

step backwards and that changing rules every few years would do more environmental harm 

than good in the long run. He also related how a local group, of which he was a part, 

successfully worked to clean up a lake without EPA or Corps intervention. 

Through two coalitions of 
which it is a member, the NCC 
conveyed to EPA the 
consequences that its 
proposed “Waters of the 
U.S.” rule would have on 
producers’ conservation 
efforts. 

At the last of three public 

hearings conducted by EPA and 

the Corps on the agencies’ 

proposal to temporarily replace 

the NWPR with the 1986 water rule, many producers and ranchers spoke out against the 

renewal of those old rules. Most comments focused on the expansion of federal jurisdiction 

and the loss of advances to the prior converted cropland exclusion that were codified under 

the last Administration’s NWPR. NCC staff reminded the agencies that under the 1986 rules, 

federal inspectors classified many normal farming practices to not be farming including such 

practices as fallowing fields, switching from crop production to pasture, fencing, grazing 

livestock, and more. The NCC urged the agencies to speak at length to USDA and the Natural 



Resources Conservation Service before making decisions that conflicted with modern 

conservation efforts, normal farming practices, and climate change initiatives. 

Following the hearing, the NCC, joined by other cotton interest organizations, submitted 

comments expressing strong concern over repealing the NWPR and replacing it with the pre-

2015 regulation that includes some recent Supreme Court decisions. The comments 

emphasized that this regulation would expand federal jurisdiction over waters and relax 

deep-rooted protections of common farming practices on private land. 

As a member of the Waters Advocacy Coalition, the NCC also joined in that organization’s 

comments directly tackling the legal issues surrounding those agencies’ decisions and their 

interpretations of Supreme Court decisions in the water arena. In addition, the Pesticide 

Policy Coalition, which the NCC chairs, submitted comments regarding unintended 

consequences that the water regulation would have on the use of pesticides, not only in 

farming but also in conservation, sustainability, and climate change efforts. 

A few months later, the NCC joined 13 other national agricultural organizations in filing an 

amicus brief with the Supreme Court in support of the petitioners in the Sackett v. EPA case. 

In a rare Congressional move, 155 House Republicans and 46 Senators also had filed an 

amicus brief in the case. 

Late in the year, the new, final WOTUS bill from EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers was 

sent by the Office of Management and Budget back to the administrating agencies for 

publication. 

The NCC, American Cotton Producers and the National Cotton Ginners Association joined 

numerous other associations and industry groups on a letter to EPA Administrator Michael 

Regan expressing interest in working with EPA to develop a strong and “workable” national 

rule that would “further reduce [nitrogen oxide (NOx)] emissions [from commercial vehicles], 

protect American jobs, and result in cleaner air and healthier communities for all.” The 

agency’s proposed rule aimed to reduce the remaining 1-2% of NOx emissions from 

commercial vehicles in classes 4-8, which included agriculture vehicles among others. 

The NCC was pleased that Dr. Mark Davidson was named to be the Deputy Administrator for 

the Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service Plant Protection and Quarantine. NCC staff has 



worked closely with Dr. Davidson on securing appropriated funds to the National Boll Weevil 

Eradication Program. 

The NCC filed comments with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service on its proposal to move 

experimental populations of endangered species into habitats where the species were never 

found before. Citing many potential problems with the proposed rule, including its potential 

for resulting in pesticides being banned in entire counties, the NCC suggested the agency 

rescind and revise the proposal. 

The NCC joined 331 other signatories on a letter to the House and Senate leadership 

regarding the recent trend of some states regulating pesticides in contradiction to the 

regulations, labels and guidance issued by EPA. The letter, which asked Congress to take 

action to reaffirm EPA's authority in these matters, noted that these recent actions by states 

threaten to create an unworkable patchwork of various regulations that potentially will be 

confusing as each state, and possibly smaller jurisdictions, create rules for each pesticide. 

After EPA late in the year proposed new measures in the Federal Register to protect human 

health and the environment for 11 rodenticides, the NCC made plans to submit comments by 

the February 13, 2023, deadline. The proposed measures were aimed at reducing potential 

exposures to three federally listed endangered and threatened species and one critical 

habitat. 

The NCC submitted comments with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) on its advanced notice of proposed rulemaking for heat-related illness and death in 

businesses, including agriculture. The NCC noted that agriculture was a unique industry that 

operated more in adherence to the seasons/weather and not conducive with a top-down, 

regimented approach that OSHA normally places on industrial facilities. 

Crop Protection Product Support 

The NCC joined with the American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Corn Growers 

Association and the American Soybean Association in responding to EPA’s announcement of 

amended labels for Enlist/Enlist Duo use in 134 counties previously prohibited from use. 

The NCC requested from EPA an extension of the comment period on the agency’s proposed 

interim decision on the herbicide Diuron. In its decision, EPA was proposing to terminate all 



herbicidal use of Diuron in cotton as well as prohibiting the use of fluometuron (Cotoran, an 

alternative herbicide) on high conductivity soils. EPA did not propose canceling cotton 

defoliation use for Diuron. 

The NCC joined other stakeholders on a letter to President Biden regarding his Solicitor 

General's brief to the Supreme Court that advised the Court against hearing a case on 

glyphosate, arguing that federal pesticide registration and labeling requirements do not 

preclude states from imposing additional labeling requirements, even if those requirements 

run counter to federal regulations. The letter noted the submission could lead to individual 

state labels for all pesticides with no consistency across the country – a serious threat to the 

future of the U.S. regulatory system and global agricultural systems that follow EPA 

guidelines. 

Soon after, House Committee on Oversight and Reform Ranking Member James Comer (R-KY) 

sent a letter to the U.S. Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar expressing concerns over this 

breach of the government's longstanding position. In addition, Reps. James Baird (R-IN) and 

Sanford Bishop (D-GA) sent a letter signed by 56 Representatives to President Biden urging 

the Administration to withdraw the amicus brief immediately. 

The NCC monitored the Department of Labor’s plan to advance an Inorganic Arsenic Standard 

using OSHA again as the agency for the push. The NCC also engaged with EPA which 

indicated it would conduct a 2023 risk assessment for inorganic arsenic in the environment. If 

the assessment sets levels where expected, the results will affect agriculture negatively and 

the future use of MSMA on U.S. cotton. Late in the year, the NCC joined eight other 

agricultural stakeholders on a letter to USDA Secretary Vilsack asking EPA to extend the short 

interagency review period. 

Early in the growing season, NCC producer members were urged to visit 

https://growingmatters.org/besure where they and crop protection applicators could access 

a wide range of tips and resources to ensure label directions and stewardship measures were 

followed for neonicotinoid products. 

The NCC reviewed the National Marine Fisheries Service’s final biological opinion for the 

organophosphate insecticide malathion. EPA had determined in a biological evaluation that 



the pesticide’s registration likely was to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or 

habitats. 

The NCC also filed comments with EPA regarding the biological evaluation for sulfoxaflor. The 

NCC 1) cited the numerous previous studies documenting the substantial losses from pests 

such as the Lygus spp. and 2) noted that sulfoxaflor belongs to one of the modes of action 

that controls the pest. 

The NCC monitored activity around EPA’s petition to revoke all tolerances and cancel all 

associated registrations for food uses of the following organophosphate pesticides: Acephate, 

Densulide, Chlorethoxyfos, Chlorpyrifos-methyl, Diazinon, Dichlorvos, Dicrotophos, 

Dimethoate, Ethoprop, Malathion, Naled, Phorate, Phosmet, Terbufos and Tribufos. Later, the 

NCC filed comments with EPA on a petition from activist groups to revoke tolerances and 

cancel registrations for some organophosphates. The NCC also joined with 14 organizations 

in responding to an EPA petition at that sought revocation of tolerances and cancelling of 

uses for 15 organophosphate pesticides. 

The U.S. cotton industry 
strongly promoted and 
recommended the use of a 
voluntary round module 
wrap standard as way to 
prevent seed cotton and lint 
contamination. 

The NCC joined other 

members of the Agricultural 

Nutrient Policy Council (ANPC) 

on comments to EPA 

regarding atrazine asking the agency to redo their risk assessment. Citing numerous data, the 

ANPC made the case that atrazine and other herbicides are the primary reason that 

conservation tillage significantly reduces soil, nitrogen and phosphorous loss while 

improving overall water quality across the country. 



Additionally, the comments said EPA's list of mitigation options was considered impractical 

for grower use as they 1) threaten the use of cover crops, conservation tillage and no-till 

practices and 2) ignore the consequences of increasing weed resistance. 

In comments submitted with EPA on the dicamba risk assessment, the NCC emphasized the 

product’s importance against glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth. The NCC suggested a 

marker to differentiate the formulations of dicamba to aid regulatory authorities in any future 

investigations of crop damage or off-target incidents. The NCC also suggested strengthening 

the label restrictions for dicamba products not labeled for dicamba-tolerant (DT) crops as 

these formulations have been shown to have higher volatilization rates than DT formulations. 

The NCC, along with multiple companies, industries and countries, commented both directly 

and in aggregation with the U.S. response to the European Union’s notice to the World Trade 

Organization that the EU was banning imports containing thiamethoxam and clothianidin 

residues based on concerns about these seed treatments effect on pollinator health. 

Simultaneously, the NCC and 30 other stakeholders sent a letter to EPA Administrator Michael 

Regan urging the agency to reject the petition from activist groups to impose duplicative 

layers of regulation on treated seeds by regulating the seeds in addition to the already-

regulated pesticide that is applied to the seed. 

Biotechnology 

The NCC joined 14 other groups in signing a letter to USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service 

asking the agency to implement its own gene editing rulemakings, promote innovation-

favorable policies from co-regulators, and press for an international regulatory framework 

conducive for trade. While USDA had moved forward expeditiously on gene editing, the NCC 

was concerned due to some unnecessary regulatory barriers that still were in effect for gene 

editing of polyploid crops such as cotton. 

The NCC filed comments with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

regarding a report condemning microfiber pollution of synthetics and plastics in the 

environment. In its comments, the NCC noted many issues and mistakes including statements 

implying that cotton is not biodegradable and that natural microfibers could be defined as 

microplastics. 



The NCC also joined 11 other stakeholders on a letter requesting an extension to the Animal & 

Plant Health Inspection Service's request for information (RFI) titled, “Biotechnology and 

Biomanufacturing Initiative.” The RFI was published with a shorter than normal comment 

period that included the holidays. 

Cotton Flow and Packaging 

The Joint Cotton Industry Bale Packaging Committee (JCIBPC) granted three requests for 

continued testing of packaging products. PAC Strapping was granted approval to continue its 

compatibility testing of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) strap on patented p-weld friction 

technology® systems. Signode was granted approval to begin its first-year compatibility 

testing of PET strap on the Dubose Strapping System. L.P. Brown’s light-weight cotton bale 

bag also was approved for continued testing. 

The NCC pushed for 
increased funding to 
modernize classing offices 
across the Cotton Belt and 
welcomed the 2022 opening 
of USDA’s new cotton 
classing complex in Lubbock. 

PAC Strapping’s fifth-year PET 

compatibility test was granted 

a “JCIBPC determination” for 

bales in the test program to be 

deemed “deliverable” in 

accordance with Intercontinental Exchange (ICE) Cotton No. 2® rules. The Committee also 

approved the revised 2022 Cotton Bale Packaging Specifications, which included adding 

transparent light blue (Pantone 306C) as an additional approved color for PE film bagging and 

removing GinFast bags from the Bagging and Tie Code table. In mid-2022, USDA’s Farm 

Service Agency notified the NCC that the JCIBPC 2022 specification recommendations had 

been approved. 

In mid-year, JCIBPC Chairman Chris Berry sent a notice to U.S. gins and warehouses regarding 

the NCC’s concern over increasing instances of misreported bagging and tie code 



combinations on electronic warehouse receipts over the past several crop years. The notice 

reminded gins and warehouses that: 1) USDA requires gins to include bag and tie codes when 

sending bale data to warehouses, 2) warehouses are required to include bag and tie codes on 

all warehouse receipts and 3) having correct tare weights is equally important. 

The U.S. cotton industry promoted – and strongly recommended the use of – a voluntary 

round module wrap standard aimed at minimizing plastic contamination in ginned lint and 

protecting stored seed cotton from quantity/quality losses. The standard was developed by 

the industry in conjunction with USDA Agriculture Research Service scientists and the 

American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers. The NCC began including wrap 

products that demonstrated compliance with the new standard on a list of “Approved Wrap 

Products” maintained on the NCC’s website. Later, the NCC encouraged industry members to 

check this list of “Approved Wrap Products” to ensure compliant module wrap products were 

being used – with the overall goal of preventing plastic contaminants from entering baled 

cotton. 

NCC Vice Chairman Shawn Holladay, a Lubbock producer, told attendees at the grand 

opening of the USDA-Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) Cotton Classification Complex in 

Lubbock, that the U.S. cotton industry greatly appreciated the outstanding work that AMS 

does on behalf of its producer and ginner customers – including its customer-focused 

approach. 

Research and Education 

The nearly 700 attendees at the 2022 Beltwide Cotton Conferences (BWCC) were offered 

multiple presentations on key issues and the latest research and technology affecting the U.S. 

cotton industry. Topics ranged from herbicide resistance issues to progress on U.S. Cotton 

Trust Protocol® enrollment. Dr. Vasu Kuraparthy, noted scientist and professor in North 

Carolina State University’s Crop & Soil Sciences Department, received the 2021 Cotton 

Genetics Research Award. 

As the 2022 planting season neared, the NCC reminded its producer members to follow the 

basic steps for stewardship of treated seed as noted in “The Guide to Seed Treatment 

Stewardship” which the NCC supported along with other commodity and agricultural 

organizations. 



Key EPA officials visited south Georgia cotton farms on August 15-17 to hear firsthand how 

producers were tackling weed and other cotton pest management challenges that threaten 

their viability. The 10-member EPA contingent represented chemical safety, pesticide 

programs and other agency departments. The NCC coordinated farm visits were part of the 

Cotton Foundation’s 2022 Educational Outreach Program. 

Key EPA officials visited 
Georgia cotton 
operations to learn how 
producers were tackling 
weed and insect pest 
management challenges. 

The three in-person 2022 

Cotton Ginners Schools 

were well attended. The 

35th annual schools, which 

the NCC supports along 

with the National Cotton 

Ginners Association (NCGA), were held over two days instead of three and attendance was 

limited to no more than 150 students. 

The NCC also conveyed the importance for ginners and gin office staff to review information 

in “A Ginner’s Practical Guide to Compliance with the Fair Labor Standards Act and the 

Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act.” The NCGA mailed this guide to all 

ginners early in 2022. 

 

  



Cotton Council International 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

In 2022, CCI conducted more than 40 events while innovating and adapting to show the 

global textile supply chain that U.S. cotton is “The Cotton The World Trusts.” 

Trade Missions 

Two years after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the COTTON USA™ Executive Delegation 

returned to Vietnam — the first meeting with the textile industry by a foreign group in 

Vietnam since the country lifted pandemic-related travel restrictions. During the CCI-

organized event, the delegation visited key spinning and fabric mills and important U.S. 

cotton industry partners. Mill executives discussed the current business situation in Vietnam 

and their expectations regarding material traceability and transparency in the future. In turn, 

the delegation presented the current U.S. cotton situation and the efforts being taken to 

better meet U.S. cotton customers' needs. 

Textile executives representing 21 companies from Pakistan gained a deeper understanding 

of why U.S. cotton is the world’s preferred fiber and developed business relationships with 

U.S. exporters when they traveled across the Cotton Belt on a COTTON USA Special Trade 

Mission. The participants indicated they expected to purchase an additional 757,000 U.S. 

cotton bales over the next year, valued at about $457 million. 

Likewise, CCI coordinated a U.S. cotton delegation to Pakistan. The U.S. cotton leaders 

provided important updates to local industry leaders at COTTON USA™ Seminars in Karachi 

and Lahore and during the annual TEXtalks “Inspiring Change” Conference. They also shared 

information about the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol®, COTTON USA SOLUTIONS™, U.S. and Global 

Cotton Economics, and Transportation/Logistics. The group also participated in panel 

discussions addressing key industry challenges related to global cotton supply and 

sustainability. 



Textile representatives 
representing 21 Pakistani 
companies gained a deeper 
understanding of why U.S. 
cotton is the world’s 
preferred fiber when they 
traveled across the Cotton 
Belt as part of a CCI Special 
Trade Mission. 

Sourcing Events 

More than 100 executives 

attended the 2022 COTTON USA™ Western Hemisphere Sourcing Fair in Cancun, Mexico — an 

event that also was held for the first time since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. During 

the event, U.S. mill, brand/retailer and corporate image wear representatives and Latin 

American textile and apparel executives engaged in 600 private meetings to discuss business 

opportunities. As a result, 94% of the Latin American textile/garment manufacturers expected 

to purchase additional U.S. cotton-rich products in the next year, and 100% anticipated doing 

business with the brands/retailers in the next year. Future estimated sales were valued at $18 

million worth of U.S. cotton-rich products. 

Some 400 global cotton industry business leaders gathered in Aventura, FL, at the CCI-hosted 

10th biennial Sourcing USA Summit. Under the theme “Building our Business Together,” the 

Summit provided participants with an opportunity to 1) learn how their firms could achieve 

peak performance 2) engage with preeminent cotton and textile industry authorities during 

the business sessions and 3) conduct networking activities. Among presentations were 

updates on the Trust Protocol and COTTON USA SOLUTIONS® programs. 

Education Initiatives  

One of the first CCI events in 2022 had the COTTON USA SOLUTIONS® Technical Team 

delivering course modules in Bangladesh, India, Vietnam and Pakistan on fiber quality, fiber 

selection, profitability and bale management. The team also covered the cotton fiber trading 

and buying module twice in Pakistan and in Bangladesh. Nearly 100 mills in those countries 

learned how using superior quality U.S. cotton optimizes their spinning mills after completing 

Cotton Council International’s in-depth COTTON USA Mill Mastery® course. The courses are 



one of five SOLUTIONS programs all of which provide expertise gleaned from working with 

more than 1,500 mills in 50 countries. SOLUTIONS programs are complimentary for COTTON 

USA™ licensees with a Trust Protocol membership. 

After a series of COTTON USA SOLUTIONS™ activities in Thailand during 2022’s first quarter, 

participating spinning mills indicated they expected to purchase an additional 64,000 U.S. 

cotton bales, valued at $37 million. 

CCI’s first "U.S. Cotton & The Golden Triangle of Spinning Profitability” seminar in Bangkok, 

Thailand, attracted 51 attendees from 17 mills with 28 executives participating in person and 

23 joining online. Most participants were mill owners, but the event’s presentations also 

targeted mill managers, supply chain and sales representatives that make up the “Golden 

Triangle” of decision-makers. Those who participated in a “Golden Triangle” webinar in 

Indonesia indicated they expected to purchase an additional 22,000 U.S. cotton bales. 

Participants who attended a series of COTTON USA SOLUTIONS™ Technical Seminars in Latin 

America indicated they expected to purchase an additional 350,000 bales of U.S. cotton, 

valued at about $162 million. During the series, 285 participants from 93 companies and six 

countries throughout Latin America learned from COTTON USA SOLUTIONS™ mill experts 

how U.S. cotton could help address some of the most common issues seen in spinning mills, 

including the impact of neps on the quality of finished products, the importance of bale 

management for cotton bale laydowns, and barriers to profitability. 

CCI’s COTTON USA 
SOLUTIONS technical 
seminars were very 
popular with 
manufacturers around the 
world. 

CCI held a webinar on 

"COTTON USA™ and the 

Trust Protocol in the Muslim 

Fashion Wear Industry" to 

support the growth of that industry in Indonesia by encouraging U.S. cotton use. This is the 

first time that CCI has introduced COTTON USA to that industry. Some 300 participated in the 



webinar, a record for the highest registration and attendance among the 11 webinars that CCI 

had held in Indonesia over the last two years. 

Late in the year, CCI conducted its first-ever COTTON USA webinar in Korea. The webinar, 

which attracted 100 textile and apparel industry executives from that country, provided an 

opportunity for Korea’s key decision makers to learn more about the value-added services 

available exclusively to U.S. cotton's customers, including the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol and 

COTTON USA SOLUTIONS. 

As a result of attending a series of COTTON USA seminars in India, one textile mill joined the 

Trust Protocol, 23 companies expressed interest in scheduling a consultation with a COTTON 

USA SOLUTIONS™ expert while 94% of the seminar attendees reported they are likely to 

purchase U.S. cotton in the next year — with future purchases expected to reach 113,000 

bales. 

Some 55 participants from 31 fabric and garment manufacturers attended the "Making 

Thailand the Sustainable Sourcing Destination" webinar in Thailand. Participants heard from 

multiple speakers on the state of sustainability in the Thai textile industry and how the Trust 

Protocol® could help their companies meet the mounting need for verified sustainability and 

transparency. 

CCI partnered with the Vietnamese Textile and Apparel Association to host a "Sustainable 

Cotton Supply Chain Sourcing Conference" in Vietnam attended by nearly 200 participants 

from 75 textile mills. The conference was an opportunity for this audience to learn more 

about how the Trust Protocol® could help their companies seize opportunities offered to firms 

embracing sustainability. 

A COTTON USA SOLUTIONS® Technical Seminar in China showed a virtual audience of 270 

participants how the SOLUTIONS program and core spinning technology solutions could help 

spinning mills enhance their competitiveness to succeed against operation challenges. 

CCI exhibited at the 2022 Taipei Innovative Textile Application Show in Taiwan to promote 

U.S. cotton and its suite of services, the Trust Protocol® and COTTON USA SOLUTIONS. CCI 

focused on the U.S. cotton industry’s continuous commitment to sustainability, quality, 

transparency, premium value and innovation. CCI joined 400 exhibitors with more than 1,000 



booths from all over the world at the show, one of the most important innovative textile 

exhibitions in Asia. 

CCI also introduced the Trust Protocol and COTTON USA SOLUTIONS at the IGATEX textile 

event in Pakistan. IGATEX Pakistan is an exclusive event for the country’s textile and garment 

industry and has been setting new attendance records each year. This year the show attracted 

more than 500 exhibitors from 35 countries and more than 11,000 visitors. 

Late in 2022, some 400 global cotton industry business leaders from 30 countries gathered in 

Florida at the 10th biennial Sourcing USA Summit. During the CCI-hosted event, participants 

learned how U.S. cotton could help their businesses achieve peak performance and were 

updated on the Trust Protocol and the COTTON USA SOLUTIONS programs. Under the theme 

“Building our Business Together,” the Summit also provided participants with an opportunity 

for networking activities and to engage with preeminent cotton and textile industry 

authorities. 

Cotton Days 

CCI’s first 2022 COTTON USA™ Cotton Day (Northeast Asia) was held in Korea, Japan and 

Taiwan. A survey of the 665 brand/retailer and mill/manufacturer participants revealed that 

an additional 630,000 U.S. cotton bales, valued at about $370 million, would be purchased as 

result of the event. The growing need for sustainability in the fashion and textile industry was 

emphasized as well as the individual impact each member of the supply chain has on 

achieving this objective. Participants also heard directly from Trust Protocol® producers on 

their farm-level sustainability initiatives, relating to water usage, energy usage and 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

As a result of attending CCI’s Cotton Day 2022 China, participants expected to purchase an 

additional 439,916 bales of U.S. cotton with 18 companies indicating they were interested in 

learning more about becoming a member of the Trust Protocol. More than 300 textile mills, 

brands/retailers, industry associations and trade media attended the virtual event which 

featured a theme, “Your Partner for Prosperity.” 



CCI Cotton Days, including 
this one held in Thailand, 
resulted in significant 
purchases of U.S. raw cotton. 

The Trust Protocol also received 

a focus as part of CCI’s annual 

Cotton Days in Bangladesh, 

India, Thailand, Vietnam and 

Indonesia. 

At the 7th annual Cotton Day in 

Bangladesh, U.S. cotton was promoted to more than 150 spinning mills and textile/garment 

factories in that country. At Cotton Day India in Mumbai, CCI, along with U.S. cotton industry 

leaders, shared with more than 120 attendees how U.S. cotton adds value for its partners in 

the Indian textile industry. 

Cotton Day Thailand brought together executives from the Thai textile industry to hear 

updates on U.S. cotton and to exchange ideas for future improvements to Thailand’s cotton 

industry. More than 200 textile executives from 85 different companies attended. 

More than 250 participants from the Vietnamese textile industry attended that country’s 

Cotton Day event. That program provided participants with updates on the U.S. and global 

cotton markets as well as new trends in the textile/garment industries, specifically 

highlighting the recent passage of traceability and sustainability regulations in the United 

States. 

Participants who attended the 6th annual Cotton Day in Indonesia indicated expected 

purchases of an additional 120,000 U.S. cotton bales. 

Overall, participants who attended Southeast Asia Cotton Day events indicated they expect to 

purchase an additional 500,000 bales of U.S. cotton, valued at approximately $280 million. 

 

 



The Cotton Foundation 
Major activities carried out during 2022. 

Foundation trustees approved funding for 12 general research projects totaling $270,500 for 

2022–23. Included are studies related to a new invasive insect (cotton seed bug), 

sustainability, regulatory issue information gathering, plant protection products re-

registration, risk data updating and education efforts. 

Multiple Foundation member firms continued to sponsor special projects for 2022–23. This 

enabled the NCC to resume the Producer Information Exchange, Policy Education, and Multi-

Commodity Education programs which had been suspended for two years due to the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

The Foundation also initiated a new special project that will fund an endowment at 

Mississippi State University to establish an undergraduate scholarship program for 

underrepresented minorities. The Foundation will begin accepting contributions to the 

special project with a goal of securing $2,600,000 to establish a permanent endowment that 

will provide tuition and housing to one recipient annually. 

Absent COVID-19, the Cotton 
Foundation was able to 
resume the Producer 
Information Exchange and 
other educational programs 
during 2022. 

Cotton Foundation trustees 

elected for the 2022–23 fiscal 

year included producers: Jon 

Whatley, Odem, TX; Dean 

Calvani, Carlsbad, NM; Sam 

Whitaker, Monticello, AR; Philip Edwards, III, Smithfield, VA; and David Light, Rolla, Kansas. 

Allied industry trustees elected were Jennifer Crumpler, Bayer; Macie O’Shaughnessy, 

Syngenta; Matt Rekeweg, Corteva AgriSciences; Travis Becton, John Deere; Andrew Conner, 

BASF; Eric Castner, FMC; Kelly Fenner, Seal Transportation; Jeffrey Smith, Valent; and Russell 



Sutton, Lummus. Independent Consultant Association trustees elected included Rogers 

Leonard, St. Joseph, LA; Hank Jones, Winnsboro, LA; Wes Briggs, Bainbridge, GA; and Jack 

Royal, Leary, Georgia. 

Foundation 2022–23 officers are: Whatley, chairman and Calvani, president. Other elected 

officers were Gary Adams, executive vice president; Don Parker, executive director/secretary; 

Matt Rekeweg, treasurer; and Drew Davis, assistant treasurer. 
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