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The National Cotton Council of America’s (NCC) mission is to

ensure the ability of all U.S. cotton industry segments to compete

effectively and profitably in the raw cotton, oilseed and manu-

factured product markets at home and abroad.

The NCC serves as the central forum for consensus building

among producers, ginners, warehousers, merchants, cottonseed

crushers, cooperatives and textile manufacturers. The organiza-

tion has been the unifying force in working with the govern-

ment to ensure that cotton’s interests are considered.

The NCC’s mission and objectives are carried out with the

help of democratically developed policy. Annual policymaking

is initiated through recommendations generated by the NCC’s 

six program committees — Farm Program and Economic Policy,

International Trade Policy, Public Relations and International

Market Development, Research and Education, Packaging and

Distribution and Health, Safety and Environmental Quality.

Committee recommendations are refined and approved by

the NCC’s 35-member board of directors, acting as a resolu-

tions committee, but must be adopted by the NCC’s delegates

voting at the annual meeting.

This report describes major activities carried out in 2000 in sup-

port of those resolutions, which were adopted in February. Included

are activities of the NCC’s export promotion organization, Cotton

Council International, and of The Cotton Foundation.

T h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  M i s s i o n
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The new millennium did not dawn with a bright
economic environment for agriculture.

The despair that plagued the U.S. cotton
industry at century’s end continued. Low prices 
for cotton and alternative crops remained well
below the cost of production. Drought again
undercut what began as an excellent 2000 crop. 

The National Cotton Council focused its ener-
gies on restoring profitability in the near term
without losing sight of the long-term effort 
necessary for a competitive industry. As 
events unfolded, government programs, for 
the third consecutive year, served as a life 
preserver for most cotton operations. 

At NCC’s urging, the Secretary of Agriculture
decided to allow loan redemptions with com-
modity marketing certificates, which permitted
cotton producers to realize greater marketing
loan gains and avoid the price-depressing action
of a government auction of hundreds of thou-
sands of bales. Industry competitiveness was
enhanced significantly by the reinstatement of
Step 2 in October 1999. Those payments, aver-
aging 6 cents a pound over the course of the
1999-2000 marketing year, boosted offtake and
helped underpin market prices. 

The Agriculture Risk Protection Act signed 
into law in June authorized: 1) a supplemental
Agriculture Market Transition Act payment equal
to the 1999 payment rate of 7.88 cents a pound
and 2) $100 million for cottonseed payments on
the 2000 crop, a 20 percent increase over the 1999
program authorization. These special payments
were an important contribution to farm revenue.

The 2001 federal agriculture appropriations bill
also provided significant relief for producers who
suffered yield and quality losses in 2000, including
payment limit relief and continued authorization
of marketing certificates for loan redemptions. 

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) and Rep. Joe Skeen
(R-NM), chairmen of the respective agriculture
appropriations subcommittees, and their staffs, 
worked in a bipartisan way to craft that 
legislation. Also included was $79 million for boll 

weevil eradication, $1.55 million for pink boll-
worm control and $500,000 for aflatoxin research.

Most of the NCC’s recommendations for crop
insurance reform — including higher coverage
levels — were realized as Congress enacted $8
billion of reforms to the program. 

The Caribbean Basin Trade Development Act,
aggressively supported by NCC, was passed in
2000, providing enormous offtake opportunities for
U.S. cotton and textiles. New demand of as much
as 1 million bales may be possible over three years
because of Caribbean Basin Initiative Parity.

Cotton Council International’s outstanding
foreign market development programs, coupled
with more competitive prices since the mid-
1980s, have boosted U.S. raw cotton exports from
less than 2 million bales in 1985 to an annual
average of more than 6.5 million over the past
five years. CCI already has introduced new pro-
grams to help our industry take full advantage of
opportunities afforded by CBI Parity legislation.

Industry segments exhibited unity in their will-
ingness to address key quality issues. Through its
Quality Task Force, NCC is working to prioritize
quality improvement goals while making sure the
loan premium/discount schedule provides growers
the market incentives that will make the quality
improvement objectives economically attractive.

Looking ahead, one of the NCC’s major chal-
lenges will be to ensure that cotton’s priorities are
included in the options considered in upcoming
farm policy debate. Agreement already has been
reached on several important policy principles, and
industry leaders now are focused on reaching con-
sensus on more specific program provisions that
will be communicated to the new Administration
and the 107th Congress early in 2001.

NCC leadership made it clear during field hear-
ings that future farm policy must provide a more
reasonable level of income protection without
having to rely on unreliable year-to-year passage of
special assistance legislation. Cotton also asked for
a re-evaluation of proposals that would discrimi-
nate against commercial-sized farming operations.

As we seek to strengthen our industry-govern-
ment partnership, though, every effort will be
made to ensure that supplemental assistance is
available until new farm law is written. 

NCC also continues to be highly visible in
championing the benefits and safety of agricultur-
al biotechnology, which holds still more potential
for cost reductions. U.S. cotton industry
profitability is inseparably linked to a healthy
level of demand, proven technology and workable
farm programs. We must, therefore, be vigilant
in: 1) keeping proven products available and
pressing for technology development, 2) moni-
toring world trade negotiations and 3) expanding
foreign markets for U.S. raw cotton and manu-
factured cotton products. 

We are confident the NCC can meet those
challenges and others that may arise. We will do
so by continuing to draw on the industry’s greatest
strength — persistent leaders with vision, an
understanding of the political process and a 
commitment to unity that is absolutely essential
to success. 

Phillip C. Burnett
Executive Vice President/
Chief Executive Officer
National Cotton Council 
of America

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e
P r e s i d e n t  a n d
E x e c u t i v e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

Robert E. McLendon
President
National Cotton Council 
of America
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Farm Program and Economic 
Policy Committee

Kenneth B. Hood (left)
Ginner, Gunnison, MS
Chairman

James E. Echols (right)
Merchant, Cordova, TN
Vice Chairman

Richard Bransford (Ginner), Lonoke, AR
Billy M. Breedlove (Crusher), Greenwood, MS
Buddy Burkhead (Ginner), Jay, FL
Robert A. Carson, Jr. (Producer), Marks, MS
Roger Chastain (Manufacturer), Greenville, SC
Bob Collins (Ginner), Frederick, OK
John J. Cooper (Cooperative), Raleigh, NC
William C. Covington (Merchant), Richardson, TX
John D. Davis, Jr. (Warehouse), Decatur, AL
Tommy Dollar (Ginner), Bainbridge, GA
W. B. Dunavant, III (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Woods E. Eastland (Cooperative), Greenwood, MS
G. Stephen Felker (Manufacturer), Monroe, GA
Larry M. Fowler (Producer), Newsoms, VA
Fred Franklin (Ginner), Rayville, LA
Larry Gallian (Ginner), Visalia, CA
Van M. Gaskins (Producer), Knott, TX
Rodger C. Glaspey (Merchant), Fresno, CA
David M. Grant (Producer), Garysburg, NC
Copeland Griswold (Producer), Pace, FL
Allen B. Helms, Jr. (Producer), Clarkedale, AR
Richard A. Holder (Ginner), Kinston, NC
Boyd Holley (Producer), Bastrop, LA
Michael J. Holt (Manufacturer), Gastonia, NC
G. Michael Hughes (Producer), Lamesa, TX
Hollis O. Isbell (Producer), Muscle Shoals, AL
Arwin Johnson (Crusher), Lubbock, TX
Raymond A. Kadlecek (Warehouse), Corpus Christi, TX
W. Duke Kimbrell (Manufacturer), Gastonia, NC
Ryoichi Kondo (Crusher), Chandler, AZ
Hans G. Kretschmer (Cooperative), El Paso, TX
H. Eugene LeGrand (Warehouse), Shelby, NC
John F. Lindamood (Producer), Tiptonville, TN
Richard J. Lindsey (Ginner), Centre, AL
Malcolm Magar (Warehouse) Altus, OK
Gerald C. Marshall (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Wayne Martin (Crusher), Lubbock, TX
Van A. May (Cooperative), Lubbock, TX
Myrl D. Mitchell (Ginner), Lenorah, TX
Wayne Mixon (Ginner), Seminole, TX
Wiley Murphy (Producer), Tucson, AZ
Robert W. Norris (Cooperative), Bakersfield, CA
Charles C. Owen (Ginner), Pima, AZ
Charles H. Parker (Producer), Senath, MO
Louie Perry, Jr. (Producer), Moultrie, GA
John E. Pucheu, Jr. (Producer), Tranquillity, CA
Donald M. Raley (Ginner), Epps, LA
R. Dan Robbins, V (Producer), Altus, OK
Wavell Robinson (Producer), Pavo, GA
Jimmy N. Roppolo (Ginner), El Campo, TX
Ernst D. Schroeder (Merchant), Bakersfield, CA
Johnny A. Squire (Producer), Coalinga, CA
D. Harding Stowe (Manufacturer), Belmont, NC
Mike P. Sturdivant, Jr. (Producer), Glendora, MS
George O. Tanner (Warehouse), Frogmore, LA
Timothy L. Taylor (Crusher), Memphis, TN
F. A. Underwood (Warehouse), Lubbock, TX
Joseph Walker, II (Merchant), Columbia, SC
Robert R. Waters, Jr. (Ginner), Scotland Neck, NC
R. L. Webster (Producer), Waynesboro, GA
Ian H. White (Ginner), Fresno, CA
Arthur Wiener (Manufacturer), New York, NY
Willis H. Willey, III (Warehouse), Memphis, TN
Mark D. Williams (Producer), Farwell, TX

International Trade 
Policy Committee

Robert S. Weil, II (left)
Merchant, Montgomery, AL
Chairman

Larry W. Jarnagin (right)
Producer, Phoenix, AZ
Vice Chairman

Michael M. Adams (Cooperative), Greenwood, MS
Parrish Akins (Producer), Nashville, GA
Michael D. Branum (Crusher), Osceola, AR
Dean Calvani (Producer), Carlsbad, NM
John T. Carroll (Warehouse), Gilbert, LA
W. L. Carter, Jr. (Producer), Scotland Neck, NC
J. Walker Clarke (Merchant), Columbia, SC
Louie Colombini (Ginner), Buttonwillow, CA
R. Shep Crigler (Producer), St. Joseph, LA
Don E. Daily (Ginner), Dexter, GA
Wallace L. Darneille (Merchant), Montgomery, AL
Edward E. Dement (Producer), Sikeston, MO
Buchanan C. Dunavant (Merchant), Memphis, TN
David C. Dunaway (Producer), Unadilla, GA
Wendell S. Dunaway (Ginner), Hawkinsville, GA
Harry D. East, Jr. (Manufacturer), Mayodan, NC
Peter Egli (Merchant), Phoenix, AZ
Robert Englert (Producer), Norton, TX
H. Malloy Evans (Manufacturer), Cheraw, SC
Thad R. Freeland (Producer), Tillar, AR
Curtis Griffith (Ginner), Lubbock, TX
Charles F. Hamrick, II (Manufacturer), Gaffney, SC
Lela M. Harvey (Ginner), Las Cruces, NM
Barry L. Hooks (Manufacturer), Geneva, AL
Roger Hooper (Producer), Casa Grande, AZ
Jerry D. Hunter (Producer), Delhi, LA
Whit James (Ginner), Dalzell, SC
Frank B. Jones, Jr. (Producer), Lubbock, TX
Robert Joseph (Merchant), Lubbock, TX
James R. King (Manufacturer), Greenville, SC
David Lingle (Ginner), Frederick, OK
Harry Lott, Jr. (Ginner), Greenwood, MS
Cliett A. Lowman, III (Producer), Kingsville, TX
David B. McMahan (Producer), Princeton, TX
Jack McDonald (Crusher), Decatur, IL
Steve Marshall (Ginner), Lyford, TX
Charles Mitchell (Producer), Shafter, CA
Jackie Mull (Cooperative), Idalou, TX
Roberto Najera (Warehouse), Fabens, TX
Gary J. Nichols (Warehouse), Memphis, TN
Yoshio Otomo (Crusher), Chandler, AZ
Howard R. Parks (Producer), Cape Charles, VA
George Perrow (Ginner), Cameron, SC
Whit Player (Cooperative), Elliott, SC
J. Michael Quinn (Cooperative), Raleigh, NC
Frank B. Rogers, III (Producer), Bennettsville, SC
John F. Shackelford, III (Ginner), Bonita, LA
Holt Shoaf (Ginner), Medina, TN
Robert Snodgrass (Warehouse), Taylor, TX
John Stuckey (Ginner), Trumann, AR
K. Michael Tate (Producer), Huntsville, AL
Wendell Tucker (Warehouse), Quanah, TX
Ross G. Via (Producer), Bells, TN
Cindy R. Walters (Cooperative), Bakersfield, CA
Bobby Walton (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Gene S. West (Ginner), Dunn, NC
Marty E. White (Cooperative), Jonesboro, AR
William H. Wilson (Ginner), Dos Palos, CA
Donna B. Winters (Producer), Lake Providence, LA
Richard Young (Producer), Buttonwillow, CA

Public Relations and International
Market Development Committee

Craig D. Shook (left)
Producer, Corpus Christi, TX
Chairman

Paul A. Ruh (right)
Merchant, Dallas, TX
Vice Chairman

G. Thomas Alphin, Jr. (Ginner), Windsor, VA
Fred Ballard (Producer), Leland, MS
Bill Brackett (Ginner), Buckeye, AZ
Bill Brooks (Ginner), Samson, AL
Danny W. Brown (Crusher), Pine Bluff, AR
Dolan E. Brown, III (Producer), Garfield, GA
Tim Burch (Producer), Newton, GA
Don Cameron (Producer), Helm, CA
William Carender (Crusher), Kingsburg, CA
Thomas A. Chapman (Ginner), Wall, TX
Richard L. Clarke, III (Merchant), Cordova, TN
Billy Cox (Ginner), Trenton, NC
Jeff Curti (Producer), Waukena, CA
Jerry H. Davis (Warehouse), Dumas, AR
Thomas W. Detamore (Crusher), Oklahoma City, OK
Eduardo C. Esteve (Merchant), Dallas, TX
Barry W. Evans (Producer), Kress, TX
Rex A. Ford (Ginner), Stamford, TX
J. Sollie Foy (Manufacturer), Alexander City, AL
Robert Glassman (Ginner), Fresno, CA
Marshall W. Grant (Cooperative), Garysburg, NC
Bruce Groefsema (Cooperative), Bakersfield, CA
Jerry L. Hamill (Producer), Enfield, NC
James B. Hansen (Producer), Corcoran, CA
W. E. Harris (Cooperative), Benton, MS
Lennie Hinton (Producer), Hobbsville, NC
Tom Ingram (Producer), Opelika, AL
Kennett C. Jabbour (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Kirby Johnson (Ginner), Sardinia, SC
Michael L. Johnson (Crusher), Decatur. IL
David T. Koon (Manufacturer), Columbus, GA
Kathleen R. Lambert (Ginner), Buckeye, AZ
John Langston (Warehouse), Caruthersville, MO
Bruce N. Lanier, Jr. (Manufacturer), West Point, GA
T. Jordan Lea (Merchant), Greenville, SC
Curt Leake (Producer), Newellton, LA
David K. Lynch (Ginner), Bennettsville, SC
Ed McClanahan (Producer), Somerville, TN
Bruce McMullian (Ginner), Marianna, FL
Dwight Menefee (Producer), Lake Arthur, NM
Wm. Montgomery, Jr. (Manufacturer), Spartanburg, SC
Sam T. Murff (Warehouse), Tulia, TX
Larry Nelson (Ginner), Edmonson, TX
Gary Osborn (Ginner), Elk City, OK
Roger Oxendine (Producer), Rowland, NC
George Perkins (Manufacturer), Sanford, NC
Cecil D. Smart (Manufacturer), Opp, AL
David Stanford (Cooperative), Lubbock, TX
Jerry Stutts (Cooperative), Bonita, LA
Hugh H. Summerville (Producer), Aliceville, AL
Gary W. Taylor (Merchant), Cordova, TN
William C. Tharp (Merchant), Las Cruces, NM
Archie T. Thompson, Jr. (Cooperative), Whitakers, NC
J. W. Thompson (Ginner), Rector, AR
Bobby Todd (Ginner), Tallulah, LA
Wayne Tritt (Ginner), Brownsville, TN
H. J. Weathersby (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Adolph Weil, III (Merchant), Montgomery, AL
C. Barry Whitney, Jr. (Warehouse), Augusta, GA
Cliff Wilkerson (Producer), Newellton, LA
James C. Wilkerson (Ginner), Newellton, LA
John H. Willis (Producer), Brownsville, TN
John Woolf (Ginner), Huron, CA
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Research and Education Committee

Woody Anderson (left)
Producer, Colorado City, TX
Chairman

Anderson D. Warlick (right)
Manufacturer, Gastonia, NC
Vice Chairman

Meredith B. Allen (Cooperative), Greenwood, MS
Jeffrey J. Ballentine (Ginner), Phoenix, AZ
Alvin W. Blaha (Producer), Petersburg, VA
David Blakemore (Ginner), Campbell, MO
William E. Bowen, Jr. (Manufacturer), Inman, SC
Laudies D. Brantley, Jr. (Producer), England, AR
Daniel T. Branton (Producer), Leland, MS
E. Hope Brooks, III (Merchant), Gastonia, NC
Steve Brunson (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Robert A. Clair (Crusher), Tifton, GA
Ed Coker (Ginner), Hartsville, SC
Leslie H. Cunningham (Ginner), Atmore, AL
B.E. “Sonny” Davis (Producer), Cottondale, FL
S. LeRoy Deavenport (Warehouse), Leland, MS
Larry V. Dennis (Ginner), Valdosta, GA
Steven B. Driver (Manufacturer), Hickory, NC
George H. Dunklin (Crusher), Pine Bluff, AR
Mark Dutra (Merchant), Fresno, CA
Lon R. Emerson (Cooperative), Glendale, AZ
Michael R. Farrish (Merchant), Memphis, TN
R. Bowen Flowers, Jr. (Producer), Tunica, MS
Thomas H. Fowler (Warehouse), Somerville, TN
Waymon Gibson (Manufacturer), Greenwood, SC
C. LaDell Harrison (Warehouse), Memphis, TX
Allen Herzer (Crusher), Lamesa, TX
Clifford Hoelscher (Producer), Garden City, TX
Robert T. Houlding, Jr. (Producer), Madera, CA
John D. Hux, Jr. (Cooperative), Sikeston, MO
Russell L. Kuhnhenn (Ginner), Laveen, AZ
T. Eugene McBride (Manufacturer), Dyersburg, TN
Larry R. McClendon (Ginner), Marianna, AR
H. Allen McLaurin (Producer), Laurel Hill, NC
Robert E. McLendon (Producer), Leary, GA
Mike McMinn (Ginner), Waxahachie, TX
Celeste Malatesta (Ginner), Shaw, MS
Dennis M. Miller (Producer), Erick, OK
Jim Ed Miller (Producer), Ft. Hancock, TX
Doug Moses (Merchant), Wharton, TX
John P. Noland (Warehouse), McFarland, CA
W. Coalter Paxton, III (Warehouse), Wilson, NC
Keith Pendergrass (Ginner), Donalsonville, GA
John R. Phillips (Producer), Cochran, GA
Johnny L. Reid (Ginner), Loving, NM
Ronald Riley (Ginner), Roscoe, TX
Doyle Ritchie (Producer), Visalia, CA
Kevin G. Rogers (Producer), Mesa, AZ
Laurel K. Rohloff (Crusher), Chandler, AZ
Jerry D. Rowland (Manufacturer), Winston Salem, NC
Ted Schneider (Producer), Lake Providence, LA
Clyde Sharp (Producer), Roll, AZ
Sam R. Spruell (Producer), Mt. Hope, AL
John D. Stewart, III (Crusher), Greenwood, MS
Henry T. Stratton, Jr. (Merchant), Memphis, TN
John H. Swayze (Ginner), Benton, MS
Jeffrey A. Thompson (Cooperative), Prattville, AL
Donald V. Weston, Jr. (Ginner), New Market, AL
David Wildy (Producer), Manila, AR
Jesse D. Williams (Producer), Suffolk, VA
Lonnie D. Winters (Cooperative), Lubbock, TX
Ted Wren (Merchant), Dallas, TX
David Wyatt (Ginner), Woodsboro, TX
Charles K. “Chuck” Youngker (Producer), Buckeye, AZ

Packaging and Distribution Committee

Robert W. Greene (left)
Ginner, Courtland, AL
Chairman

Robert Weatherford (right)
Warehouse, Corpus Christi, TX
Vice Chairman

David A. Alderete (Ginner), Bakersfield, CA
Leonard B. Alphin (Ginner), Zuni, VA
Merle R. Atkins (Producer), Davidson, OK
Kenneth L. Berry, Jr. (Ginner), Holland, MO
Chris Breedlove (Ginner), Sebastian, TX
Sid Brough (Ginner), Edroy, TX
J. Clark Burnett (Merchant), Memphis, TN
James P. Cassidy (Ginner), Marks, MS
Robert H. Chapman, III (Manufacturer), Inman, SC
Gary Conkling (Crusher), Oklahoma City, OK
W. L. Corcoran (Producer), Eufaula, AL
Ron Craft (Ginner), Plains, TX
Stanley R. Creelman (Ginner), Tulare, CA
Lamar Deloach (Cooperative), Statesboro, GA
A. C. Dominick, Jr. (Cooperative), Mira, LA
John D. Dunavant (Merchant), Memphis, TN
Denny East (Merchant), Marion, AR
John L. Edmonston (Ginner), Hornersville, MO
M. L. Everette, Jr. (Producer), Capron, VA
Craig Farmer (Producer), Chowchilla, CA
Ronald C. Fleming (Producer) Scotland Neck, NC
Frank J. Garnier (Manufacturer), Kannapolis, NC
Kirk Gilkey (Ginner), Corcoran, CA
R. Brent Green (Warehouse), Bakersfield, CA
Frank E. Greer (Producer), Rayville, LA
David Brooks Griffin (Producer), Elaine, AR
David L. Hand (Cooperative), El Paso, TX
Ron Harkey (Warehouse), Lubbock, TX
George R. Herron (Manufacturer), Danville, VA
Darryl Lindsey (Cooperative), Lubbock, TX
Joel C. Litton (Warehouse), Clarksdale, MS
Larry G. Lively (Warehouse), Memphis, TN
Rege Luckey (Producer), Humboldt, TN
Rick Ludwig (Ginner), Suffolk, VA
F. H. Lyons, Jr. (Warehouse), Altheimer, AR
W. Reece Makamson (Producer), Morgan City, MS
Christopher D. Matthews (Ginner), Sikeston, MO
J. Scott Middleton, Jr. (Crusher), Jonestown, MS
Steve C. Moore (Producer), Roscoe, TX
Van F. Murphy (Ginner), Quitman, GA
William N. Newsom (Manufacturer), Toccoa, GA
Wayne Nichols (Warehouse), Marked Tree, AR
John L. Noble (Producer), Vienna, GA
Keith Paul (Merchant), Fresno, CA
Moss H. Perrow (Producer), Cameron, SC
Bud Reding (Producer), Littlefield, TX
Ben L. Scholz (Warehouse), McKinney, TX
James C. Self, III (Manufacturer), Greenwood, MS
Vance Shoaf (Warehouse), Milan, TN
Robert Sloan (Producer), La Mesa, NM
Charles L. Spradling (Merchant), Lubbock, TX
Shane Stephens (Warehouse), Greenwood, MS
E. Ramey Stiles, Jr. (Producer), West Helena, AR
Tom Teixeira (Producer), Dos Palos, CA
Gary Twyford (Warehouse), Memphis, TN
J. Austin Wade (Merchant), Montgomery, AL
George R. Wheeler (Manufacturer), Eden, NC
Allen Whitehead (Producer), Ashburn, GA

Health, Safety and Environmental
Quality Committee

Roy Baxley (left)
Producer, Minturn, SC
Chairman

Hollis G. Sullivan (right)
Crusher, Harlingen, TX
Vice Chairman

William C. Ahrens (Ginner), Malaga, NM
Ricky Ayers (Ginner), Hickory Valley, TN
Robert K. Barkley (Producer), Somerton, AZ
Bill Beaver (Manufacturer), Ramseur, NC
Steven G. Bennett (Ginner), Rich Square, NC
Kenneth W. Bickley (Producer), Elloree, SC
Glen W. Boenig (Producer), Woodsboro, TX
Andy Borem (Crusher), Tifton, GA
D. Kelley Bowen (Producer), Mangum, OK
Kelly Burkholder (Warehouse), Fresno, CA
Steve Cantu (Producer), Tranquillity, CA
Dean Church (Warehouse), Sweetwater, TX
Loyd E. Colbert (Ginner), Blythe, CA
C. B. Coley (Producer), Vienna, GA
Gloria Griggs Conner (Warehouse), Pinehurst, GA
Jack P. Crooks (Manufacturer), Greenville, SC
Daniel M. Davis (Producer), Elk City, OK
Larry C. Dennis (Manufacturer), Greensboro, NC
Timothy W. Detamore (Crusher), Oklahoma City, OK
James F. Dodson (Cooperative), Robstown, TX
Steven C. Droke (Producer), Hornersville, MO
Dan Ellis (Ginner), Eufaula, AL
Lance V. Everett (Cooperative), Stony Creek, VA
Carla Fuller (Ginner), Eclectic, AL
James H. Greer (Crusher), Kingsburg, CA
Jay W. Hardwick (Producer), Newellton, LA
Michael B. Hooper (Ginner), Buttonwillow, CA
A. Illges, Jr. (Manufacturer), Columbus, GA
Randy Kennedy (Ginner), Shallowater, TX
Allen G. King (Cooperative), Brownsville, TN
Robert L. Lacy, Jr. (Crusher), Lubbock, TX
Jon Lambi (Ginner), Pickens, AR
Sam O. Leake (Warehouse), Newellton, LA
John J. Leary (Merchant), Memphis, TN
H. L. Lewis (Producer), Doddridge, AR
Kenneth Lewis (Producer), Dunn, NC
Donald L. Linn, Jr. (Cooperative), Indianola, MS
James L. Loeb, Jr. (Merchant), Montgomery, AL
Clayton Lowder (Producer), Sumter, SC
Gene Lundquist (Cooperative), Bakersfield, CA
Murry G. McClintock (Ginner), Tunica, MS
Joe McDonald (Ginner), Andalusia, AL
Hamill McNair (Producer), Camilla, GA
D. Keith Mixon (Ginner), Seminole, TX
Robert E. Moore, Jr. (Producer), Hartsville, SC
Jerry A. Newby (Producer), Montgomery, AL
John N. Newcomb (Cooperative), Osceola, AR
Edward K. Nicolls (Merchant), Fresno, CA
James C. Nunn, Jr. (Merchant), Brownsville, TN
John F. Phillips, III (Producer), Yazoo City, MS
Tom R. Pitts (Merchant), Greenwood, MS
Kirby O. Powell (Ginner), Brownsville, TN
Frederick Richard (Ginner), Roll, AZ
Carl Robertson (Crusher), Lamesa, TX
Neill M. Sloan (Warehouse), Portland, AR
E. Bragg Smith, III (Warehouse), Dallas, TX
Stephen J. Sossaman (Producer), Queen Creek, AZ
Keith Streety (Cooperative), Levelland, TX
Martin K. Sweetser (Producer), Deming, NM
Mark K. Tapp (Manufacturer), Danville, VA
Lee Tiller (Ginner), Odem, TX
Larry R. Turnbough (Producer), Balmorhea, TX
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Cotton producers realized greater marketing loan gains and
avoided the price-depressing action of a government auction
of hundreds of thousands of bales. 

The Farm Program and Economic Policy Committee establishes the NCC’s position on such issues
as farm legislation and administration, federal tax laws, employment and wages and water law.

Farm Law
Although serious farm bill debate did not take place in 2000, ideas were solicited on farm policy
needs in regional farm bill hearings overseen by House Agriculture Committee Chairman Larry
Combest (R-TX).

In testimony at one of the hearings, NCC President Robert McLendon said that the most signifi-
cant step lawmakers can take to craft responsible, effective farm policy is to obtain adequate budget
authority. He urged lawmakers to continue effective marketing loan programs, cotton’s competitive-
ness provisions, adequate support in times of low prices, planting flexibility and an end to the pit-
ting of large farming operations against small ones.

A special panel of NCC industry leaders continued to review farm policy direction and options
in preparation for debate on farm law, which expires in 2002. That guidance will help NCC as it
works with the new Administration and Congress to ensure that a more adequate and dependable
income safety net is incorporated in new farm law. Meanwhile, every effort will be made to ensure
that Congress authorizes supplemental emergency assistance in 2001 if it becomes necessary.

Certificate Usage
Faced with a challenge to restore profitability to the U.S. cotton industry, the NCC’s voice was
heard early in the year.

NCC industry leaders and staff met with Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman to urge prompt
implementation of his authority to issue marketing certificates that could be redeemed for loan collat-
eral at the adjusted world price. The delegation pointed out that more than 3,000 producers had at
least 1.1 million bales “locked” in the loan because they had exhausted their cumulative annual limi-
tation of $150,000 on a combination of loan deficiency payments and marketing loan gains. 

U.S. cotton’s competitiveness and marketability were enhanced significantly when the Secretary
decided to allow commodity marketing certificate usage, including both Step 2 certificates and
generic certificates for cotton. Cotton producers realized greater marketing loan gains and avoided
the price-depressing action of a government auction of hundreds of thousands of bales.

Cottonseed Assistance
NCC also worked with USDA’s Farm Service Agency in crafting a cottonseed assistance program to
help offset low cottonseed prices in 1999 and 2000. Payments of approximately $12.25/ton of 
cottonseed were received from 1999 crop ginnings. 

In addition, $100 million was made available for payments to offset low 2000 crop cottonseed
prices, and it was estimated that payments of $15.25 per ton would be received for that crop’s seed.

Emergency Assistance
The 2001 federal agriculture appropriations bill provided funding for USDA to make payments
available to producers who experienced financial losses for their 2000 crop. The funding was avail-
able on an as needed basis, and the NCC sought to ensure the payments were available for reduced
yields as well as quality losses.

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) and Rep. Joe Skeen (R-NM), chairmen of the respective agriculture
appropriations subcommittees, and their capable staffs, worked in a bipartisan way with their col-
leagues to craft that important economic assistance measure.

NCC communicated with the Congressional Agriculture committees and USDA on key implemen-
tation decisions, including the authorization of separate loss categories and thresholds for quantity

F a r m  P r o g r a m  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e
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(yield) losses and quality losses. The goal was to
ensure maximum coverage for producers and
eligibility for quality loss payments being based
on a threshold applied to the affected produc-
tion. NCC asked that producers who did not
meet the individual thresholds for quality and
quantity be allowed to combine quality and
quantity losses as was done in 1998 and 1999.

The NCC also recommended that USDA
utilize its authority to make economic assis-
tance available to producers who harvested a
2000 crop but suffered significant financial loss-
es due to rapidly escalating, uncontrollable pro-
duction expenses such as increased fuel costs.

Crop Insurance
Crop insurance legislation reform was enacted,
containing many NCC-advocated reforms that
will be in force for 2001.

Among key package features: 1) significantly
increased subsidies in coverage levels up to 85
percent; 2) new, fully subsidized coverage for
cotton quality losses that allows bale-by-bale
adjustments; 3) new prevented planting cover-

age and replanting coverage resulting from lack
of irrigation water caused by drought; 4) adjust-
ment of actual production history for producers
with multiple-year disasters; 5) new compliance
provisions that include Farm Service Agency
oversight; and 6) new record-keeping and
reporting requirements, which can be used 
to track acreage for the Boll Weevil
Eradication Program. 

Risk Management
NCC introduced Cotton Risk Management
Network II, an Internet-based tool for helping
industry members enhance their risk manage-
ment efforts. The user-friendly CRMN II
requires no software installation or daily down-
loads, just access to the members only area of
NCC’s web site, www.cotton.org. CRMN II
offers a complete range of market data, news
and analytical tools.

Another risk management tool was given
exposure when NCC helped sponsor a series 
of cottonseed futures and options seminars to
show participants how to protect their businesses
and expand their marketing opportunities.

Other issues
NCC urged USDA to take administrative

action making Step 2 payments for motes and
loose cotton equivalent to that for cotton lint.
The action was aimed at helping those prod-
ucts regain traditional uses, restore gin and
producer revenue and eliminate the possibility
that motes would have to be disposed of rather
than consumed.

NCC and other agricultural groups 
tried to convince GOP leadership to accept a
compromise legislative proposal to reform the
H-2A visa program for temporary, non-immi-
grant farmworkers, and to adjust the immigration
status of farmworkers without proper work
authorization.

Tennessee cotton producers Willie German, center, and Allen King, right, conveyed their thoughts and concerns
on the current farm program to House Agriculture Committee Chairman Larry Combest (R-TX) and other law-
makers during a farm policy hearing in Memphis.

The reformed federal crop insurance program has several improvements, including better replanting provisions.
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Caribbean trade preferences are expected to significantly
boost demand for U.S. cotton and cotton textiles and help
U.S. textile competitiveness.

The International Trade Policy Committee directs the NCC’s stance on trade policy and negotiations.

Fundamental changes in the dynamics of the world trading system that were a part of the
Uruguay Round multilateral trade agreement began to take hold in 2000. International rules gov-
erning trade already are playing a larger role in U.S. export competitiveness, domestic agricultural
policy and the U.S. textile industry’s economic health.

Caribbean Basin Trade Initiative
After more than four years of effort from the U.S. cotton industry and the U.S. textile sector, legis-
lation granting trade preferences for imports of apparel from Caribbean countries was enacted. The
act provides for duty-free imports into the U.S. of apparel produced in the Caribbean using U.S.
textiles and U.S. yarn. The combination of U.S.-produced textiles with cut and sewing operations
in the Caribbean produces apparel items that are cost-competitive with apparel imports sourced
from Asian countries. Because the act requires the use of U.S. textiles and U.S. yarn, demand for
U.S.-produced cotton will increase. 

Debate on the Caribbean trade preference package was sometimes divisive within the textile
community. With a possible increase in consumption of 1 million bales annually hanging in the
balance, the NCC persistently pushed reasonable compromises, helping pave the way for the final
package. NCC President Bob McLendon stated in June, “We have not let our economic woes stop
this industry from looking forward. Even though it was a hard battle, this industry’s commitment to
a CBI parity package gives us the opportunity to really jumpstart demand for U.S. cotton and tex-
tiles. It is a special opportunity that points to an optimistic future.” 

Caribbean trade preferences are expected to significantly boost demand for U.S. cotton and cotton
textiles and help U.S. textile competitiveness. The bill also contained textile trade preferences for
sub-Saharan Africa that were broader than the NCC supported. However, the Africa trade prefer-
ences are capped, and the bill contains provisions on surge protection and transshipment prevention.

Permanent Normal Trade Relations 
Enactment of Caribbean textile trade preferences will prove even more important as the People’s
Republic of China enters the mainstream of international commerce. In reaching agreement to sup-
port China’s entry into the World Trade Organization, the U.S. agreed to phase out textile quotas
applicable to China by 2005. Even though the agricultural portions of the China agreement should
enhance U.S. agricultural exports, the increased textile market access gained by China will, to
some degree, counterbalance gains on the raw cotton side. 

With Congressional debate on passage of permanent Normal Trade Relations for China loom-
ing, the NCC Board realized it had to ensure that a Caribbean bill was in place before Congress opened
this last door to the U.S. textile market. Once the Caribbean bill was enacted, the NCC turned
its attention to the China NTR debate, urging the U.S. government to develop an effective system
to monitor China’s compliance with the new trading rules. The NCC also stressed the need for
China to provide reciprocal market access for U.S. textiles and called for China to move sharply
toward a free market system and away from government control. 

As the year ended, China had concluded the necessary bilateral agreements with individual
countries and was negotiating the final “protocol of accession,” which should pave the way for WTO
membership. Although China will gain significant access to the U.S. market as a result of these
agreements, it must, for the first time, comply with international rules governing trade. 

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
T r a d e  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e

In conveying NCC’s position on CBI benefits during
2000, NCC President Robert E. McLendon stated:
“These trading arrangements also have the potential
to enhance cotton producer income while improving
U.S. cotton and textile competitiveness against
increasing imports from Asia. Cotton apparel imports
from Caribbean countries are about three times more
likely to be composed of U.S. cotton than apparel
imported from other sources.”
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Export Programs
The effectiveness of the Export Credit
Guarantee Program (GSM 102) in spurring 
U.S. cotton and other sales to Asia during the
Asian financial crisis prompted competing
countries to press for disciplines on the U.S.
program in the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development. Over the 1997-
1999 fiscal years, more than $1 billion in GSM
export credit guarantees have been applied to
U.S. cotton exports.

The U.S. was advised that if a deal was not
struck in the OECD to put limits on the GSM
102 program, other countries would seek a dis-
pute settlement panel under the WTO. As a
result, government officials circulated proposals
that would reduce the length of credit guaran-
tees from three years to 18 months, significantly
increase fees, require more frequent repayment
schedules and generally reduce the overall
attractiveness of the program to foreign banks. 
The NCC communicated its strong concern
with the course of the OECD negotiations, indi-
cating that reducing the length of export credit
guarantees below two years would negatively
affect more than 85 percent of U.S. cotton
exports under the program. In a series of consul-
tations between cotton exporters, U.S.
government officials and other commodity
organizations, the NCC took the lead in
expressing the importance of the GSM 102
program and urging U.S. negotiators to reject
any agreement that would severely undermine
the program’s effectiveness. 

Writing to U.S. officials in December, NCC
President McLendon emphasized the NCC’s
concern, “At a time of low prices, a strong 
dollar and weak demand, an effective GSM
program is needed more than ever. We remain
concerned that an export credit guarantee pro-
gram that complies with the OECD proposal
will not enhance U.S. cotton exports.” 

WTO Agricultural Negotiations
Despite a rocky start in Seattle, the agriculture
portion of the new round of WTO trade negotia-
tions moved forward in 2000, with countries sub-
mitting comprehensive agricultural negotiating
proposals before year’s end. U.S. officials have a
stated goal of eliminating agricultural export sub-
sidies, increasing market access for agricultural
products and reducing trade distorting domestic

agricultural support. The U.S. also seeks
improvement in implementation of existing 
WTO rules applicable to products derived 
from biotechnology. 

Textile exporting countries have made several
attempts to reopen the Uruguay Round textile
agreement in order to force the U.S. to open 
its market to imported textiles before the 2005
deadline for the phase-out of import quotas.
These countries also want significant reductions
in U.S. tariffs on imported textiles. The NCC
joined with textile organizations to oppose any
re-opening of the textile agreement and urged
that the U.S. continue to press for effective 
market access for U.S. textiles in foreign markets.

The U.S. cotton industry will have to search
hard for a strategy that could yield benefits from
the latest WTO round. Despite the fact that the
cotton industry no longer promotes a high degree
of protectionism, the upcoming negotiation
could contain pitfalls for U.S. cotton as some
competing countries seek special treatment and
even more favorable access provisions. 

With more intense negotiations scheduled for
2001 concerning international disciplines on agri-
cultural subsidies, the overlap between interna-
tional guidelines and domestic policy will be
more prominent than ever. The NCC’s thorough
economic analysis and ability to judge the impact
of international agreements on the domestic
industry continue to ensure the cotton industry
has a strong voice at the negotiating table. 

Tariff Legislation
Carrying through on a delegate resolution, the
NCC secured passage of legislation that tem-
porarily eliminates tariffs currently applied
(about 2.1 cents per lb.) to imports of raw cot-
ton with a staple length less than 1-1/4 inches.
Tariffs on cotton with staple lengths of 1-1/4
inch or longer remain in place. The Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative indicated a pref-
erence for a temporary (three-year) duty change
that would become permanent as part of an
overall multi-lateral trade agreement.

Caribbean Basin Initiative legislation provides for duty-free imports into the U.S. of apparel produced in the
Caribbean using U.S. textiles and U.S. yarn.
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Raw cotton exports reached 6.88 million bales in the 1999-2000
marketing year, up sharply from the previous year’s 4.3 million. 

The Public Relations and International Market Development Committee guides an extensive 
program to expand U.S. cotton exports while building a greater understanding of the U.S. cotton
industry through effective communications and information services.

Public Attitudes
The NCC joined the Council for Biotechnology Information — a multi-year, industry-led public
information program on agriculture biotechnology geared to U.S. and Canadian consumers. The
program’s primary goal is conveying biotechnology’s importance as a technology with the potential
for improving consumers’ quality of life.

Some of the NCC’s major activities included: 1) coordinating Louisiana producer Donna Winters’
appearance in national network TV, newspaper and magazine ads as part of the CBI campaign, 2)
arranging for communications training for Winters, NCC Chairman Ron Rayner, NCC President
Robert McLendon and producers Charles “Chuck” Youngker of Arizona, Barry Evans of Texas, Jay
Hardwick of Louisiana and John Lindamood of Tennessee to help them in their role as campaign
spokespersons and 3) providing input on a series of opinion articles and letters to editors relating to
biotechnology benefits.

The NCC also arranged for Rayner and Alabama producers Larkin Martin and Hollis Isbell to
share their experiences with Bt cotton for a Public Broadcasting Company “Nova” documentary on
biotechnology scheduled to air in April 2001. 

In an effort to increase awareness of The Cotton Foundation’s role in supporting cotton research
and education, the NCC coordinated a staff review and media tour of aflatoxin control and other
projects in California and Arizona. The 2001 federal agriculture spending measure, approved
months later, included $500,000 for aflatoxin research specific to cotton.

Grown and Made in the U.S.A. — It Matters
The National Cotton Women’s Committee continued to urge retailers to stock and consumers to
shop for U.S. cotton products and those assembled in the Caribbean Basin as a means of boosting
U.S. cotton offtake. The “Grown and Made in the U.S.A” campaign’s first “Cotton Champion
Award” went to San Antonio-based Painted Pony Clothing Company, in recognition of its loyal
use of U.S. cotton.

Late in 2000, the NCC was studying ways to broaden the NCWC’s scope. Under consideration
was a plan to: 1) expand the NCC’s overall educational effort, including the “Grown and Made”
message, in schools and 2) improve consumer perceptions of the U.S. cotton industry through
greater communication on topics such as economic contributions, biotechnology and flammability.

Information Services
The NCC’s web site has evolved into a major center for distributing information to NCC members
and the public.

Greater public awareness of the web site has led to numerous and wide ranging information
requests, including NCC’s cotton industry educational materials, which are distributed to teachers
throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Another web site feature expanded this past year was NCC’s Daily Cotton Update, which fea-
tures news from multiple sources. A version of that Update, “Cotton eNews,” now is being emailed
to hundreds of NCC members — with plans to expand that distribution.

The web site also houses numerous other news and information pieces, including the NCC’s
Cotton’s Week newsletter, NCC’s AgDay Cotton’s Week television program, news releases and 
radio newslines. That includes a broadcast-quality, MP3 radio newsline file that broadcasters can
download from the web site.

P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  a n d  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a r k e t
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e

Louisiana cotton producer Donna Winters was 
featured in one of the Council for Biotechnology
Information’s four agricultural biotechnology 
benefit ads that appeared in Newsweek and other
national publications.
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Other posted information pieces range from the
NCC and Cotton Foundation annual reports to
background pieces on crop insurance and boll
weevil eradication.

The NCC’s information reach was enhanced
via “Cotton’s Agenda,” a column by NCC
Executive Vice President Phil Burnett that
appears in Cotton Farming magazine. Articles
and columns also were developed for trade pub-
lications on the 2001 Beltwide Cotton
Conferences, contamination prevention and
other timely topics.

International Market Development
In keeping with the committee’s resolutions,
the NCC and Cotton Council International
worked to increase exports of U.S. raw, value-
added, cottonseed and their products. In 2000,
policy and funding efforts of the PR&IMD
Committee led to CCI-sponsored demand-
building events around the globe that promoted
the quality, reliability and prestige of both U.S.
raw cotton and U.S. manufactured cotton prod-

ucts. U.S. raw cotton exports reached 6.88 mil-
lion bales in the 1999-2000 marketing year, up
sharply from the 4.3 million the previous year,
and exports of cotton yarn and fabric topped
4.3 million bale equivalents in 1999. 

NCC urged Congress and the Administration
to maximize the authorization of PL-480 and
GSM 102 credit programs. CCI worked closely
with the NCC, the American Cotton Shippers
Association and AMCOT representatives to
maintain a strong and viable export credit guar-
antee program despite international negotia-
tions being conducted through the OECD.
Among concerns were OECD proposals to
reduce the maximum allowable term and
increase GSM 102 program fees. 

Close coordination with Congress and the
Administration resulted in much needed inter-
national market development resources. In FY
1999-00 CCI received more than $11 million 
in funding from USDA’s Market Access,
Foreign Market Development, Section 108
and Emerging Markets programs.   

Attracting industry and international third
party contributions leveraged this funding. An
estimated $79 million equivalent in third party
contributions were made by COTTON USA
licensees, including important strategic part-
nerships with laundry product manufacturers
like Kao, Procter and Gamble and Unilever.
That amount also reflects the value of exten-
sive media coverage garnered by CCI.

Cooperation continues to be an important
goal of the Committee. CCI worked diligently
to expand its cooperative efforts with Cotton
Incorporated, AMCOT, the American Cotton
Shippers Association, Dow AgroSciences
through the Cotton Foundation, the Supima
Association of America and the New York
Board of Trade. In addition, and with the support
of Cotton Incorporated, CCI began receiving
funding from the Importers Support Group of
the Cotton Board to carry out projects favoring
exports of U.S. cotton yarn and fabric to the
CBI and Sub-Saharan African regions. 

Farm trade writers received an in-depth update of Cotton Foundation-supported remote sensing research conducted on Ted Sheely’s San Joaquin Valley farm.



12

The 2001 Beltwide Cotton Production Conference featured
more producers on the program than ever before. 

The Research and Education Committee seeks to attain larger and more effective cotton research
and education programs to reduce production and processing costs and to improve cotton fiber and
oilseed products.

Profitability Initiative
The NCC has identified new and existing programs in which NCC participation is enhancing the
ability to carry out the following consultant recommendations: 1) continued support for precision
agriculture initiatives, 2) public support for crop genetic programs, 3) an accountability system for
determining cotton research priorities and 4) Internet initiatives that coordinate information to
speed emerging technology adoption and ensure industry members gain more value from those data
and tools. 

One example is the NCC’s participation in research that is evaluating technology utilizing a 
type of remote sensing and that has the potential to detect early stages of crop damage. The NCC
also is active in encouraging the use of non-traditional research resources, such as the Department
of Energy and NASA, in a manner that will benefit U.S. cotton. 

Technology
NCC coordination with EPA resulted in the agency’s extension of the registration of Bollgard
insect-resistant cotton through the 2001 growing season. NCC continued to work with EPA to urge
that a long-term registration be granted so producers will have access to this important technology
with certainty and with consistent rules.

The 2001 Beltwide Cotton Production Conference featured more producers on the program than
ever before. Included were producer-moderated panel discussions on cotton variety improvement
and technology’s role in least-cost production systems. 

Technology transfer is being broadened and expedited by: 1) the NCC’s commitment to post 
the conferences’ proceedings on its web site and 2) the NCC’s on-line Journal of Cotton Science,
which promotes the reporting of important cross-discipline cotton research.

A NCC staff review and media tour of Cotton Foundation-supported aflatoxin control, ultra 
narrow row and remote sensing research projects in California and Arizona helped spotlight 
promising developments in those areas.

Later, the 2001 federal agriculture appropriations bill included $500,000 for aflatoxin research specific
to cotton. The measure also provided: 1) requirements for USDA to continue funding a Cooperative
Research and Education Extension Service ginning specialist position and cotton research work at
Shafter, CA, and 2) funds for operating agriculture conservation and research programs.

Pest Management
Eradication of the boll weevil came a step closer to reality. Some 4.5 million acres already are wee-
vil-free and another 7.5 million acres are under eradication. Plans are being implemented to bring
another 2.5 million acres into the National Boll Weevil Eradication Program.

The national program received a tremendous boost from the 2001 appropriations legislation. An
unprecedented $79.157 million was provided for the program’s federal cost share, up from $14 mil-
lion the previous year. The increase also will become part of the baseline program budget.

The 2001 funds were to be made available to the boll weevil eradication foundations according
to a formula recommended by the NCC’s producer-led Boll Weevil Action Committee. USDA’s
Farm Services Agency also was authorized to make about $100 million in low interest loans avail-
able to the eradication foundations.

Included in the appropriations was $1.548 million in federal cost share funds to assist in the oper-
ation of the highly effective pink bollworm control and eradication program.

R e s e a r c h  a n d  
E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Missouri producer Charles Parker, chairman of
NCC’s Boll Weevil Action Committee, oversaw
that panel’s allocation vote of significant 2001
funding for the National Boll Weevil Eradication
Program. 
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Quality Assurance
Following a NCC Quality Task Force recom-
mendation, USDA replaced the cotton classer
color measurement with the High Volume
Instrument colorimeter measurement as the 
official Agriculture Marketing Service color 
grade determination beginning with the 2000
crop. USDA also followed that task force’s 
recommendation by changing the existing
Commodity Credit Corporation 2000 premium
and discount schedule for strength and “prep”
and adding premiums and discounts for length
uniformity.

The NCC Board adopted other recommenda-
tions developed by the Quality Task Force,
chaired by Alabama producer Jimmy Sanford.
Emphasis was given on the importance of pro-
duction profitability associated with variety
development. Among key recommendations
adopted were urging NCC to work to: 
1) enhance cotton quality through improvements
in genetic diversity in germplasm and through
identification of useful agronomic traits in con-
ventional breeding programs; 2) examine intel-
lectual property rights in plant genetics; 3) make
cotton breeding development by publicly- 

funded institutions commercially available to
the general breeding community, and to ensure
that funds from such development are reinvest-
ed in breeding programs; 4) make market par-
ticipants aware of the need to recognize the
economic impact of short fiber and the value of
monetary incentives in reducing short fiber
content; and 5) increase industry understanding
concerning the impact of short fiber and efforts
by NCC to reduce short fiber content by devel-
oping presentations and other materials that
enumerate benefits accruing to each segment
from addressing short fiber concerns.

The Short Fiber Subcommittee, chaired by
North Carolina textile manufacturer Harding
Stowe, continued to focus on research in pro-
cessing/ginning/variety interaction associated
with resulting short fiber content, as well as
research in short fiber measurement.

The NCC also developed a work plan to
implement a Quality Task Force resolution
regarding pepper trash. That resolution called for
any change in standards to be withheld pending
research that has established: 1) a definition of
pepper trash, 2) identity of its sources, 3) a
repeatable measurement, 4) a determination of 

means of reducing pepper trash and 5) cost-
benefits estimates of a proposed change.

The Cotton Foundation also played a role in
helping the NCC increase the reach of its seed
cotton and lint contamination prevention cam-
paign. New tabletop displays and contamina-
tion posters were distributed to gins and key
Extension personnel.

The Foundation contributed $440,000
toward 31 general cotton research and educa-
tion projects for 2000-01.

Alabama producer Jimmy Sanford, right, chairman of NCC’s Fiber Quality Task Force, discussed USDA’s pro-
posed new standards boxes with panel members from left: Louisiana producer Jack Hamilton, Alabama ginner
Robert Greene and South Carolina textile manufacturer Jack Crooks.

Board Chairman Ron Rayner stressed the importance of
contamination prevention at NCC’s Fall Board meeting.
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The Joint Cotton Industry Bale Packaging Committee endorsed
comprehensive research designed to minimize fire risks and also
requested that a study of bale size and density needs be conducted.

The Packaging and Distribution Committee works to enhance bale packaging, handling, storage and
movement, through the use of improved materials, procedures and policy and electronic technology.

Packaging
The Joint Cotton Industry Bale Packaging Committee approved two new bale-covering materials
for use on the 2000 and subsequent crops. The materials were lace-coated woven polyethylene and
fully coated woven polypropylene. The JCIBPC approved plastic strapping applied with a hot blade
welder for use on the 2001 and subsequent crops.

The Committee also conducted tests of five bale tie types and three bale bag types. Testing
included different automatic tying systems that applied either plastic strapping or 10-gauge wire,
hand applied 9-gauge wire, and hand applied polyethylene film, fully coated woven polyethylene
and lightweight woven polypropylene bags.

A subcommittee was formed to examine the workings of the naked bale program and report its
findings at the JCIBPC annual meeting. Textile manufacturers are concerned that the program
increases the incidence of contamination compared to bagging bales at the gin. The subcommittee
determined that the volume of bales involved in the naked bale program declines each year and
that the marketplace will determine the program’s future. Recommendations for a contamination
prevention education program and an advisory statement regarding the use of naked bales under
proper conditions were sent to JCIBPC.

The JCIBPC endorsed comprehensive research designed to minimize fire risks and also requested
that a study of bale size and density needs be conducted. Staff gathered field data and industry
information related to each study.

The JCIBPC passed a resolution calling for a variance from the recessed tie requirement in A
Guide for Cotton Bale Standards for the 2000 crop year. This move helped those gins that needed
additional time to modify their presses in order to turn out bales with recessed tie characteristics.

Cotton Flow
USDA published cotton flow standards in the Federal Register that established a uniform shipping
standard for cotton warehouses that are licensed under the U.S. Warehouse Act or that issue elec-
tronic warehouse receipts through an approved system provider.

The rule stated that a warehouse will be considered to have delivered cotton without unneces-
sary delay if “for the week in question, the warehouseman has delivered or staged for delivery at
least 4.5 percent of either licensed storage capacity or Commodity Credit Corporation-approved
storage capacity or other storage capacity as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture to be in
effect during the relevant week of shipment.” The regulation also provided voluntary use of arbitra-
tion to settle disputes.

Following the successful industry-wide implementation of the Permanent Bale Identification 
system, efforts to incorporate the standard bale identification number into business processes
throughout the industry are being addressed by the Electronic Document Task Force. This group
was established to investigate and monitor progress as businesses strive to incorporate further
automation into various facets of the industry. 

Areas of focus for the group include working with mills concerning identification of rejected bales,
communicating with warehouses regarding reconcentrated cotton and interacting with USDA with
respect to electronic warehouse receipts and Commodity Credit Corporation transmissions. Additionally,
the task force is coordinating with industry businesses to define standard formats for common docu-
ments such as a bill-of-lading. The task force and truck brokers are examining a preliminary bill-of-
lading document. Expectations are that this document initially will serve as a means to facilitate
the transmission of information between shipper and warehouse. This eventually will replace the
need for paper document transfer. 

P a c k a g i n g  a n d  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

A study aimed at improving bale handling focused
on bale size and density. This platen separation
measurement taken at a New Mexico gin was
part of the Beltwide data collection.
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Computer/Electronic Technology
The NCC continued to expand the usefulness
and design of its web site, www.cotton.org, as a
means to improve information flow to its mem-
bers and to various publics. Some of the fea-
tures added in 2000 were the Cotton Risk
Management Network II, an on-line travel
reservation service for NCC members and on-
line registration capability for the 2001
Beltwide Cotton Conferences.

Several documents were added to the site
throughout the year. Among the information
pieces site users could access were: the National
Boll Weevil Eradication Program, guides for
bale packaging/standards and module cover
selection, the 2000 crop insurance rates and a
directory of cotton physiologists.

Included in the site redesign was the addition
of a content management system to empower
NCC staff to further expand the volume of
information while increasing site management
efficiency. 

Incorporating the standard bale identification number into industry-
wide business processes was addressed by the NCC’s Electronic
Document Task Force.

NCC offers industry members tips on how to navigate the World Wide Web during the Beltwide Cotton Conferences and offered on-line confer-
ence pre-registration as an alternative.



16

NCC coordination with EPA and Monsanto resulted in 
the agency’s extension of the registration of Bollgard insect-
resistant cotton through the 2001 growing season.

The Health, Safety and Environmental Quality Committee seeks to achieve reasonable legislation and
scientifically based government regulations for pesticides, textile chemicals, worker safety/health
and other matters, and assists in appropriate enforcement within the industry.

Food Quality Protection Act
The NCC remained active with other commodity groups in the Implementation Working Group to
achieve reasonable Food Quality Protection Act implementation.

As the organophosphate reassessments continued under the FQPA, EPA: 1) was more transparent in
its review process, 2) involved more farmers and 3) used better scientific data and models to estimate
dietary exposure. EPA is beginning work on a cumulative risk assessment of all organophosphates.
NCC submitted an extensive benefit analysis on the defoliant DEF. EPA’s lengthy reassessment of
registration for DEF/Folex (tribufos) is expected to be favorable.

EPA initially wanted to cancel all Guthion uses on cotton, but the agency allowed its use in the
west after NCC told the agency the product was essential for cotton production there.

NCC helped organize a stakeholders meeting on Orthene in Georgia that generated farmer bene-
fit statements that EPA must consider as it makes its final decision on that product.

NCC also provided extensive Malathion benefit data, including its role in the National Boll
Weevil Eradication Program, to EPA. The agency reported in its revised risk assessment that
Malathion has no acute or chronic dietary risk concerns, including drinking water.

FQPA’s Committee to Advise on Reassessment and Transition convinced EPA to 
set up working groups to discuss transition and reassessment issues. EPA’s action came after 
former NCC President Bill Lovelady and other CARAT members pressed EPA to continue interactive
dialogue with farmers and other stakeholders. 

Biotechnology
Coordination with EPA and Monsanto resulted in the agency’s extension of the registration of
Bollgard insect-resistant cotton through the 2001 growing season. American Cotton Producers
Chairman Hollis Isbell asked members of EPA’s Science Advisory Committee for Bollgard Cotton
to maintain the basic size requirements for refuge plans enacted for the 2001 crop and to allow the
use of shared refuges. NCC continued to emphasize producer concerns as EPA was aiming to make
its final re-registration decisions late in 2000.

NCC increased its visibility in the biotechnology arena with the overall aim of not only protect-
ing proven genetically engineered products, but increasing public awareness of biotechnology’s
importance and countering misinformation.

Texas producer Jimmy Dodson, who chairs NCC’s Environmental Task Force, was appointed to
USDA’s Agriculture Biotechnology Advisory Committee by Secretary Dan Glickman. That panel
sought public comments on how USDA should help facilitate the marketing of agriculture products
that include biotech and conventional crops. USDA also will conduct research to evaluate several
classes of the next generation of transgenics and the use of sterility systems (terminator gene), and
to study, in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration, USDA’s role in food safety evalu-
ations related to biotech. 

The NCC also remained active in the Council for Biotechnology Information, the Alliance for
Better Foods, the International Food Information Council, the Agriculture Biotechnology Planning
Committee and the Corn, Soybean and Cotton Biotech Committee. NCC and the ABPC helped
reorganize the House Biotechnology Caucus to increase House Members’ and staff awareness of
biotechnology issues.

Dr. Phil Wakelyn, NCC’s senior scientist, environmental health and safety, chaired the
International Cotton Advisory Committee’s “Expert Panel on Biotechnology in Cotton,” which
developed a report addressing the benefits and safety of genetically enhanced cotton.

H e a l t h ,  S a f e t y  a n d  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Q u a l i t y  C o m m i t t e e

American Cotton Producers Chairman Hollis
Isbell conveyed industry wishes about 2001
Bt cotton crop refuges to EPA’s Science
Advisory Committee.

Texas producer Jimmy Dodson, who chairs 
NCC’s Environmental Task Force, was appointed
to USDA’s Agriculture Biotechnology Advisory
Committee by Secretary Dan Glickman.
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Clean Water Act
NCC continued to work with other commodity
groups to address concerns over EPA’s interpre-
tation of this law, state listings and its impact
on production agriculture. 

NCC will need to work more closely with 
the states, since farm runoff is encompassed by
Total Maximum Daily Load as a non-point
source pollutant. However, the final rule has
yet to go into effect as NCC joined the
American Farm Bureau Federation in a legal
challenge to EPA’s authority to include farm
runoff in the TMDL rule.

Clean Air
New ozone and particulate matter standards were
remanded to EPA by the District of Columbia
Appeals Court for further justification. The stan-
dards are to be reviewed by the Supreme Court,
and EPA’s new review of these standards is due
for a 2002 completion.

USDA’s Agricultural Air Quality Research
Task Force, on which Dr. Wakelyn serves, rec-
ommended a voluntary incentive-based agricul-
ture air quality compliance program. EPA asked
for comment on that program in preparation for
using it to provide policy guidance to states for
implementation plans for PM and other agricul-
tural pollutants. This should be helpful to cotton
areas that are non-attainment for PM and should
prevent “permit to farm” regulations for PM.

The NCC and the National Cotton Ginners
Association, working with other groups, contin-
ued to assist industry sectors as states implement
their operating permit programs.

Flammability
Unnecessary regulations for upholstered furni-
ture, mattresses and bed clothing and apparel
are being prevented through NCC’s joint efforts
with the textile, apparel, furniture and mattress
industries. Such regulations could affect about
3.5 million bales of cotton in existing apparel
and home furnishing markets with potential
markets of 12 million bales. NCC submitted
comments on Consumer Product Safety
Commission petitions and rulemakings and 
testified at a House hearing.

OSHA
The NCC, as part of several coalitions, contin-
ued to provide input into potential rulemakings
by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration on ergonomics, the comprehen-
sive safety and health program rule, crystalline
silica and permissible exposure limits. OSHA’s
final ergonomics program standard differed sig-
nificantly from a rule it proposed in late 1999.
Noteworthy changes include: work restriction
provisions for injured employees changed from
six months to 90 days and a two-page checklist
is provided to identify risk factors that lead to
musculoskeletal disorder hazards.

The NCC and the American Textile
Manufacturers Institute continued developing
information on the effects of extended work-
shifts and exposure to cotton dust to prevent
unnecessary enforcement of the cotton dust
standard and respirator use for textile workers
on 12-hour shifts. OSHA issued a direct final
rule amending the standard by adding batch
washed cotton as an acceptable washing method
(at the NCC’s request) and determined, after
exhaustive review, that the standard did not
need changes.

Cottonseed Contaminants
The effort to eliminate aflatoxin was boosted by
$500,000 included in the federal 2001 appropri-

ations bill. The NCC is assisting Dr. Peter
Cotty, USDA, in getting full section 3 registra-
tion for his aflatoxin biocontrol agent, AF 36,
which was used in field trials on about 11,000
cotton acres in Arizona in 1999 and 16,000
acres in 2000. The Cotton Foundation is help-
ing to fund this study.

The NCC is working with other cotton inter-
est organizations to get the FDA and Texas to
accept ammoniation as an approved method to
detoxify aflatoxin contaminated cottonseed.

The NCC also worked with a large coalition
of food and oilseed groups on EPA’s new risk
assessment on dioxin and potential regulations
for dioxin in the food supply that could affect
cottonseed oil and meal.

OSHA cited Dr. Phil Wakelyn, left, NCC’s senior scientist, environmental health and safety, for his 25 years of
service to the textile industry and to textile workers’ health. Joining him at an announcement of OSHA’s cotton
dust standard amendment were Charles Jeffress, center, Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA, and Phil Burnett,
NCC Executive Vice President.

As part of a successful aflatoxin contamination project,
sterilized wheat seed inoculated with atoxigenic aflatox-
in strains is mixed with fertilizer as a means of spread-
ing it onto Arizona cotton fields.
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U.S. textile manufacturers have begun to take advantage of
the new Caribbean Basin Trade Development Act through
CCI’s new and innovative Sourcing CBI project.

Cotton Council International is the export promotion arm of the NCC. CCI’s activities are guided
by its Board of Directors and stem from resolutions of the Public Relations and International
Market Development Committee.

Throughout its 45-year existence, CCI has adapted to changing global economic conditions to
expand U.S. cotton exports. Today CCI has aggressive market development programming to support
the promotion of both U.S. raw cotton fiber and value-added cotton product exports to the world’s
major markets. 

CCI’s supply-push/demand-pull marketing strategy is integral in expanding exports and increas-
ing COTTON USA’s international presence. Supply-push activities put additional U.S. cotton into
the marketing chain by helping buyers develop a preference for U.S. cotton. Demand-pull programs
stimulate demand among textile manufacturers, retailers and consumers by creating incentives
throughout that chain. 

Cotton Fiber Trade Servicing
Joined by NCC, the American Cotton Shippers Association and AMCOT representatives, CCI
emphasized the importance of the GSM-102 export credit program to healthy U.S. cotton exports.
Noting that Turkey, Mexico, Indonesia, Korea and Brazil were key program users, they raised con-
cerns over the status of GSM in negotiations with the OECD during discussions with USDA’s
General Sales Manager Richard Fritz.

CCI’s trade servicing program also brought key buyers together with sellers to strengthen business
relations and ultimately to increase exports.

CCI hosted special COTTON USA trade missions of Bangladeshi and Korean textile manufactur-
ers to the U.S. Cotton Belt, led the 2000 Executive Delegation to Japan, Thailand, Vietnam and
Indonesia and facilitated U.S. cotton industry leaders’ visit to China, Hong Kong, Thailand and
Indonesia. CCI also sponsored Executive Conferences in Turkey and hosted the 31st annual 
COTTON USA Orientation Tour. 

C o t t o n  C o u n c i l  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Quintin Shuler, center, director of international sales for Parkdale Mills, and Lee Brooks, right, Parkdale’s credit
manager, meet with Central American yarn buyers in Costa Rica as part of CCI’s Sourcing CBI project.

J. Larry Nelson, President, Cotton Council International
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U.S.-Manufactured Cotton 
Product Trade Servicing
U.S. textile manufacturers have begun to take
advantage of the new Caribbean Basin Trade
Development Act through CCI’s new and inno-
vative Sourcing CBI project. The project uses
funding from USDA’s Section 108, industry part-
ners and Cotton Incorporated to execute market
development activities throughout the region. 

CCI arranged for nine U.S. textile manufac-
turers to meet with high level textile buyers
from Costa Rica, The Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti and Honduras as
part of the Sourcing CBI (Caribbean Initiative)
program. Participating U.S. mills report an
expansion of trade contacts and sales as a 
result of CCI’s programming in the region. 
In addition, U.S. cotton and cotton products
continue to be promoted by CCI and Cotton

Incorporated at various trade shows, including
Germany’s Heimtextil, Japantex, Colombiatex,
Brazil’s Fenatec, Paris’ TexWorld and at
Interstoff Asia in Hong Kong. 

Consumer Promotions
CCI’s aggressive promotion of the spring/sum-
mer 2000 collections from COTTON USA
licensees resulted in $142 million in sales of
U.S. cotton-rich products labeled with the
COTTON USA Mark. This included: the “Real
Nature, Real Feeling” and the “Real Comfort,
Real Style, Real You” promotions with COT-
TON USA licensees; with Lycra in Hong Kong,
the “COTTON USA - Caress Pure Cotton” 
promotion in Taiwan; the “Unforgettable
Summer with COTTON USA” in Manila; and
the Closed Lucky Draw and Ito Yokado promo-
tions in Japan. 

CCI carried out successful home furnishing pro-
motions with Germany’s Betten Rid and
Harrods of London, as well as a month-long
promotion with UPIM in Italy for Pillowtex
Fieldcrest Cannon towels. Colombia launched
its “Cotton School” and “Cotton Coffees,”
which are training seminars designed to educate
sales clerks and store managers on the benefits 
of U.S. cotton and the COTTON USA pro-
gram. CCI launched its first full-scale COTTON
USA program in Ecuador designed to increase
sales demand for COTTON USA Mark-labeled 
garments.  

In 2001, CCI will continue to use its supply-
push/demand-pull marketing strategy, innovative
marketing tactics and strategic alliances to
expand U.S. exports and the international pres-
ence of the COTTON USA Mark, the symbol
for cotton quality.  

CCI President Larry Nelson led CCI’s 2000 Executive Delegation to Japan, Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia. The delegation met with textile leaders, buyers of U.S. cotton,
COTTON USA licensees, association executives and USDA’s Agricultural Counselors.
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All Foundation-supported work is helping to grow the knowl-
edge base in order to solve problems and enhance profitability.

The Cotton Foundation is a not-for-profit, 501-(c) (3) organization that permits individuals and
organizations not eligible for NCC membership to support the cotton industry’s goals and objec-
tives. The institution’s mission is to provide vision and leadership to the U.S. cotton industry
through research and education in support of the NCC and allied industries.

The Cotton Foundation is maximizing cotton research and education and doing it in a way that
is helping the NCC reach its objectives.

A solid membership base enabled Foundation trustees to provide $440,000 for 31 general research
and education projects for 2000-01. Overall, the Foundation annually brings nearly $1.75 million in
dues and special grants to cotton research and education.

Foundation-supported research and education projects are looking for answers in the market
development, profitability and regulatory arenas. Specific work underway ranges from the screening
of converted race stocks for cotton seedling drought tolerance to studying the use of ion mobility
spectrometry to detect contamination in seed cotton at the gin and cotton smoke in warehouses.
One project — the profitability initiative — is helping the NCC carry out strategic recommenda-
tions aimed at improving industry members’ bottom lines. Generated by a consultant working with
key scientists, crop consultants, industry members and others, those recommendations include: 1)
continued support for precision agriculture initiatives, 2) public support for crop genetic programs,
3) an accountability system for determining cotton research priorities and 4) Internet initiatives
that include coordination of information to help speed adoption of emerging technology and to
ensure industry members gain more value from those data and tools.

The NCC took the opportunity to showcase some of the leading-edge work the Foundation is
supporting. As part of a NCC staff review of research in the Far West, farm trade writers observed:
1) a system being developed to eliminate an aflatoxin-producing fungus that is causing a $20-$50
per acre annual revenue loss to Arizona cotton growers; 2) trials of ultra narrow row systems that
have produced $50 per acre production cost savings, including a 50 percent reduction in water use,
and higher quality fiber; and 3) a team of university, USDA and NASA scientists looking at ways to
use remote sensing data that could eventually help growers quickly assess plant stresses caused by
water deficiency, insect infestations or soil problems such as high salinity. 

T h e  C o t t o n  F o u n d a t i o n

Talmage Crihfield, President, The Cotton Foundation

University of California doctoral students Jonathan Greenberg, left, and George Scheer collect field spectra data from
cotton plants in California as part of an effort aimed at early detection of crop damage using remote sensing technology.



21

Special projects, those funded by member
grants over and above their dues, continue 
to flourish.

The longest running of those, the Cotton
Leadership Program, inducted its 18th class in
September 2000. That means 180 men and
women have been given the opportunity to
develop their leadership skills and learn a great
deal more about U.S. cotton and the challenges
associated with guiding this industry into the
21st century. 

One of the newer projects, the Cotton
Millennium Scholarship, now has provided
grant money to its second college student study-

ing for a cotton career. Another new project,
Funding for the Future, contributed money for
Foundation projects through its second annual
Beltwide Cotton Conferences’ silent auction.

Knowledge of the basics coupled with adop-
tion of new technology, for example, can help
producers improve their crop management
skills.

The Foundation also is assisting the NCC
with its objective of timely transfer of new
technology to its membership. Education is
foremost in many Foundation projects, includ-
ing support of the Beltwide Cotton
Conferences and efforts that underwrite

newsletters, web sites, displays and other means
of disseminating useful information.

Information transfer includes helping indus-
try members respond to the transformation of
the Internet, which is changing the way indus-
try members do business. The Internet Center
at the Beltwide Cotton Conferences, for exam-
ple, provides attendees with training in basic
skills for using the Internet as an online infor-
mation and research tool.

Some concern has been expressed about the
Foundation’s ability to maintain its current
level of financial support for cotton research
and education given the many recent corporate
consolidations. Agribusiness mergers have
occurred throughout the Foundation’s history
but the institution only has grown stronger. 
The Foundation has had 60-plus firms consistently
during the past decade, and new supporters always
are being sought.

The 2000 Producer Information Exchange special project afforded Western cotton producers the opportunity to
observe cotton production on North Carolina and South Carolina farms.



22

AMERICAN COTTON PRODUCERS

Officers
Hollis O. Isbell, 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama - Chairman
Woody Anderson, 

Colorado City, Texas - Vice Chairman
John E. Pucheu, Jr., 

Tranquillity, California - Vice Chairman
Mike P. Sturdivant, Jr., 

Glendora, Mississippi  - Vice Chairman

State Chairmen
Alabama: Sam Spruell, Mount Hope
Arizona: Larry W. Jarnagin, Phoenix
Arkansas: H. L. “Hal” Lewis, Doddridge
California: Don Cameron, Helm
Florida: B. E. “Sonny” Davis, Jr., Cottondale
Georgia: C.B. “Chuck” Coley, Vienna
Louisiana: Jon W. “Jay” Hardwick, Newellton
Mississippi: Bowen Flowers, Tunica
Missouri-Illinois: Charles H. Parker, 

Senath, Missouri
New Mexico: Dwight Menefee, Lake Arthur
North Carolina: David Grant, Garysburg
Oklahoma-Kansas: Daniel M. Davis,

Elk City, Oklahoma
South Carolina: Frank B. Rogers, III, 

Bennettsville
Tennessee-Kentucky: Ross Via, Bells, Tennessee
Texas: Jim Ed Miller, Ft. Hancock
Virginia: Larry M. Fowler, Newsoms

Producer Directors
Southeast: Louie Perry, Jr., Moultrie, Georgia
Mid-South: Boyd Holley, Bastrop, Louisiana
Southwest: Mark D. Williams, Farwell, Texas
West: Charles K. “Chuck” Youngker, 

Buckeye, Arizona
At Large: Hollis O. Isbell, 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama

Officers
J. Larry Nelson (Producer), 

Edmonson, Texas - President
Paul A. Ruh (Merchant), 

Richardson, Texas - Chairman
Hans G. Kretschmer (Cooperative), 

El Paso, Texas - First Vice President
William B. Dunavant, III (Merchant), 

Memphis, Tennessee - Second Vice President
Robert A. Carson, Jr., (Producer), 

Marks, Mississippi, Treasurer
Phillip C. Burnett, Memphis, TN, Secretary
Allen Terhaar,

Washington, DC, Assistant Secretary

Board of Directors
Michael M. Adams (Cooperative), 

Greenwood, Mississippi
W.L. Carter, Jr., (Producer), 

Scotland Neck, North Carolina
Peter Egli (Merchant), 

Phoenix, Arizona
G. Stephen Felker (Manufacturer), 

Monroe, Georgia 
Robert Glassman (Ginner), 

Fresno, California
Robert W. Greene (Ginner), 

Courtland, Alabama
James B. Hansen (Producer), 

Corcoran, California
Cliett A. Lowman, III (Producer), 

Kingsville, Texas
Wayne Martin (Crusher), Lubbock, Texas
Van A. May (Cooperative), Lubbock, Texas
John E. Pucheu, Jr. (Producer), 

Tranquillity, California
Jerry D. Rowland (Manufacturer), 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Vance C. Shoaf (Warehouseman), 

Milan, Tennessee
David Stanford (Cooperative),

Lubbock, Texas
Gary Taylor (Merchant), 

Cordova, Tennessee
Timothy L. Taylor (Crusher), 

Memphis, Tennessee
William C. Tharp (Merchant), 

Las Cruces, New Mexico
Joseph Walker, II (Merchant), 

Columbia, South Carolina
Adolph Weil, III (Merchant), 

Montgomery, Alabama
Willis H. Willey, III (Warehouseman), 

Memphis, Tennessee
Charles K. “Chuck” Youngker (Producer), 

Buckeye, Arizona

R e l a t e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

COTTON COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL
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THE COTTON FOUNDATION

Officers
David Burns (Producer), 

Laurel Hill, North Carolina, Chairman
Talmage Crihfield (Producer), 

Ripley, Tennessee, President
Lovick P. Corn (Warehouseman), 

Columbus, Georgia - Treasurer
Phillip C. Burnett, 

Memphis, Tennessee - Executive Vice President
Andrew G. Jordan, 

Memphis, Tennessee - Executive 
Director & Secretary

R.E. Shellabarger, 
Memphis, Tennessee - Assistant Treasurer

Trustees 
Don Cameron (Producer), Helm, California
Ed Cherry, FMC Corporation, 

Washington, D.C.
Jimmy Dodson (Producer), Robstown, Texas
Tony Durham, Zeneca Ag Products, 

Memphis, Tennessee
Scott Gibson, BASF Corporation, 

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
Thomas F. Hughes,

Stoneville Pedigreed Seed Company, 
Memphis, Tennessee

Allan J. Luke, Aventis CropScience, 
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

Larkin Martin (Producer), Courtland, Alabama
George Montgomery, DuPont Ag Products, 

Memphis, Tennessee

Barry Schaffter, John Deere Company, 
Des Moines, Iowa

Harry Strang, Bayer Corporation, 
Kansas City, Missouri

Neil Strong, Novartis, Downers Grove, Illinois
Jim Thrift, American Cyanamid Company, 

Wayne, New Jersey

COTTON FOUNDATION 
MEMBERSHIP 2000-01 

Ag Chem Equipment
Ag Leader Technology
Agdia
AgriPlan
Agripro Seeds
AMVAC
Aventis
BASF Corporation
Bayer Corporation
Beeline Technologies
California Planting Cotton Seed Distributors
Case Corporation
Cheminova
Continental Eagle Corporation
Cotton Net Limited
Data Transmission Network
Delta & Pine Land Company
DirectAg.Com
Dixie Wick Company
Dow AgroSciences
DuPont Ag Products
ECotton
Eden Bioscience
EnviroLogix
Farm Journal
Farm Press Publications
Farm Progress Publications
Farm Saver.Com
FMC Corporation
Griffin Agricultural Chemicals
Gustafson LLC
Helena Chemical Company
Industrial Laboratory Equipment
Intelligent Decisions, Inc.
International Fiber Packaging
John Deere Des Moines Works
KBH Corporation
Keith Sales Company
Lummus Corporation
Jack R. Mauney 

Meister Publishing Company
Micro Flo Company
Micro Trak Systems, Inc.
Mississippi Chemical Corporation
Monsanto Agricultural Group
National Alliance of Independent Crop
Consultants
National Bank of Commerce
Netafim USA
New York Board of Trade
Omnistar
Plato Industries
Progressive Farmer
Quick Farm, Inc.
Rain and Hail Insurance Service
Rohm and Haas Company
Rome Plow Company LP
Signode Corporation
Southern Cotton Ginners Foundation
Stockhausen
Stoneville Pedigreed Seed Company
Stover Equipment Company
Syngenta
Terra International
The Seam
T-Systems
Uniroyal Chemical Company
United Ag Products
U. S. Borax
Valent USA
Vance Publications 
Wilbur Ellis Company
XS
Zellweger Uster
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NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL

Executive Staff
Phillip C. Burnett, Executive Vice President
Gaylon B. Booker, Senior Vice President
Craig Brown, Vice President, Producer Affairs
A. John Maguire, Vice President, 

Washington Operations
Allen A. Terhaar, Vice President, 

International Affairs
Harrison Ashley, Assistant Director, 

Field Services
Ellen Carpenter, Director, 

Meeting and Travel Services
David B. Collins, Assistant Director, 

Foreign Operations
John Gibson, Director, Field Services
William A. Gillon, General Counsel/

Director, Trade Policy
Fred Johnson, Director of Administration/ 

Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer
Andrew G. Jordan, Director, Technical Services
Kent Lanclos, Assistant Director, 

Economic Services
Mark Lange, Director, Economic Services, 

Policy Analysis and Program Coordinator
Tammie Martin, Director, Information Services
Fred W. Middleton, Director, 

Communications Services
Bill Norman, Director, Ginner Services
R. E. Shellabarger, Director, Finance Services
Marjory L. Walker, Assistant Director, 

Communications Services
Charles E. Wood, Director, 

Production/AV Services

NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL
FIELD SERVICES STAFF

If you would like to know more about the
National Cotton Council, including member-
ship benefits, please contact the field represen-
tative in your area.

William Harrison Ashley
2007 Cranbrook Drive
Germantown, TN  38138
(901) 754-7685  FAX:  (901) 759-7934
hashley@cotton.org
Assistant Director

Julie Bartos
P.O. Box 53908
Lubbock, TX  79453
(806) 698-8195  FAX: (806) 698-8195
jbartos@cotton.org
Texas High Plains

Brett Cypert
P.O Box 844
Sweetwater, TX  79556
(915) 235-3872  FAX (915) 235-0108
bcypert@cotton.org
Texas: Blacklands, High Plains
Rolling Plains, St. Lawrence

Jim Davis
630 Davis Road
New Market, AL  35761
(256) 379-4856  FAX:  (256) 379-5156
jdavis@cotton.org

Alabama, Georgia,& Florida

Mike Johnson
601 N. 18th
Frederick, OK  73542
(580) 335-5718  FAX:  (580) 335-5719
mjohnson@cotton.org
Oklahoma & Texas Rolling Plains

Rick King
Route 1, Box 308-A
Slaton, TX  79364
(806) 828-5101  FAX: (806) 828-5410 
rking@cotton.org
Texas High Plains

Kevin Long
P.O. Box 1204
Madera, CA  93639-1204
(559) 661-8414  FAX (559) 661-8414
klong@cotton.org
California

Hayne Matthews
313 Garner Street
Oxford, MS 38655
(662) 513-3655  FAX:  (425) 984-8858
hmatthew@cotton.org
Mississippi

Becky McClanahan
2821 Edridge Ct.,  #202
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 571-2579  FAX: (919) 571-1537
bmcclanahan@cotton.org
North Carolina, South Carolina,
& Virginia

Brent Murphree
17285 North Highlonesome Dr.
Maricopa, AZ  85239
(602) 810-1171  FAX (520) 568-2367
bmurphree@cotton.org
Arizona, New Mexico & El Paso Texas

Jonathan Rowe
3202 Central
Memphis, TN 38111
(901) 458-7135  FAX (901) 454-9622
jrowe@cotton.org
NE Arkansas, Missouri & Tennessee

Dale Thompson
2008 Oriole Ave.
McAllen, TX 78504
(956) 631-1268  FAX:  (956) 631-1592
dthompson@cotton.org
So. Texas & Lower Rio Grande Valley

Michael G. (Mike) Turner
140 Hendricks Lane
West Monroe, LA  71292
(318) 397-9205  FAX:  (318) 397-9207
mturner@cotton.org
So. Arkansas & Louisiana

If you would like additional copies of this
report, please contact:
Communications Services
National Cotton Council
P.O. Box 820285
Memphis, TN  38182
cnelson@cotton.org

Upon the recommendation of a special
Management Committee composed of
industry leaders, the NCC Board of
Directors approved a change to the NCC’s
officer structure, effective for January
2001. The changes were designed to
improve the effectiveness of industry lead-
ers who serve as NCC officers. Beginning
in 2001, the chief elected industry officer
and spokesperson for the NCC will be the   
Chairman of the NCC. A new office of

Vice Chairman will be established,
which will enable industry leaders to better
prepare for their positions as chief
spokespersons for the NCC. The NCC’s
chief staff officer will be President and
Chief Executive Officer. The Management
Committee indicated the changes would
enable the organization to conform more
closely to the structure of contemporary
agricultural and business associations and
the way NCC business is conducted.
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Fax: (901) 725-0510
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WASHINGTON
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Washington, DC  20036
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EUROPE
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London W1J 9EN
Telephone: +44 20 7355 1313
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Email: cci-london@cotton.org
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146-1, Soosong-Dong, Chongro-Ku
Seoul 110-140, Korea
Telephone: +82 2 722 3681/3
Fax: +82 2 722 3684
Email: cci-seoul@cotton.org
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Fax: +852 2882 5463
Email: cci-hongkong@cotton.org
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