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2008 Multi-Commodity Education Program
A Special Education Project of

The Cotton Foundation

Sponsored by John Deere & Monsanto

Objectives
· Provide current and emerging leaders an opportunity to better understand conditions and challenges faced by their peers in other geographic regions.

· Provide an opportunity for participants to meet their counterparts in other geographic regions to gain a better understanding, through first hand observation and discussion, of agronomic practices, technology utilization, cropping patterns, marketing plans, and operational structure.

· Observe production, harvesting, and processing of various crops in the areas visited

· Visit research facilities, processing operations and other facilities of interest and relevance to the local economy

· Provide John Deere and Monsanto with an opportunity to establish stronger relationships with producers who are current and future leaders.

Participants

· Identified by cooperating organizations which represent a diverse group of commodities and associations.
· Must derive their primary livelihood from production agriculture or a commodity organization.
· Must agree to spend approximately one week away from home; participate in all activities and; submit completed evaluations, reports, etc.
· There is no age limit.
· Program participation is limited to participants, sponsors, hosts and support staff.
· All expenses related to travel and participation in group activities will be covered by The Cotton Foundation.
Logistics
· Agenda is planned by cooperating associations and sponsors.
· Air reservations to be made by NCC staff coordinator with guidance from participants and/or cooperating organizations.
· Hotel accommodations and ground transportation (charter buses) to be reserved by National Cotton Council and cooperating host associations.

National Cotton Council Staff Coordinators

John Gibson, primary contact - jgibson@cotton.org 
800-377-9030 (office) 901-604-8300 (cell)

Debra Holderfield, air transportation & general arrangements - dholderfield@cotton.org 
800-377-9030 (office)
John Maguire, secondary contact - jmaguire@cotton.org 
202-745-7805 (office), 202-841-9779(cell)
Susan Everett, local arrangements – severett@cotton.org
806-441-7480 (cell)
